CSOT - 
ts Mia ye R ‘ REMMI 
TR =< 

SS Us PI 

3 atau 


Petar 


race rt F STR CARs ; SSAare ptselsa easers uasiocrerresmmerites esis 
; e : ET Pte a os sso reamo Niner TIT ea 
ISLE 


i rntios 
; 


Systematic declassification review of material in this folder 
was completed by the Departm of State on: 


The re 


es 


7 % . 
: —" P| DECLASSIFIED 
se | ey ity VND AE: ae 
; ‘ eT en = \ Mra rea Date _' | 


Poe A)- 4 BEAM 


D rt t Stat 
: partment of S'@"° TELEGRAM 
Se 


ree 
CONFIDENTIAL: 678 ( 
oe 
PAGE @1 GENEVA ©2367 6720212 
92 S 
ACTION SS 7@ Gy 


INFO: OCT @1sCIAE 865/071 W 
oe 031195 

R @718@2Z JUL 69 

FM USMISSION GENEVA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2965 

INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 


LEE ~VNANED 


CONF IDENT IAL GENEVA 2367 
LIMDIS 

REF: USUN 3219 

SUBUs UN SEC GEN ON. NIGERIA 


le LABOUISSEs UNICEFs CALLED ON ME THIS AFTERNOON TO COMPARE 
NOTES ON NIGERIA=BIAFRAN SITUATIONe HE MET WITH NAVILLE OF IC aC 
THIS: MORNING AND WITH CHURCH GROUP FOR LUNCHe I ASKED HIM aBouT 
POSSIBILITY OF UNICEF EXPANDING [TS ACTIVITIES ALONG LINES 
REFTELe LABOUISSE SAID THAT HE HAD NEVER INDICATED TO SYG THAT 
UNICEF MIGHT EXPAND ITS ACTIVITIES BEYOND. MAGNITUDE OF FORMER 
ICRC: EFFORT* SAID MOST HE’ HAD SAID WAS THAT UNICEF MIGHT BE 
PREPARED TO HELP IN INSPECTION ROLE SHOULD UN UNDERTAKE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY. 


2e NAVILLE MADE APPROXIMATELY SAME: PoINTS WITH LABOUISSE AS HE HAD i 
WITH ME (GENEVA 2357})¢ LABOUISSE’ SAID HE: FELT CHURCH REPS SPLIY 
RE: DAYLIGHT FLIGHT OPERATIONS BUT OBSERVED GROUP MEETING THIS 
AFTERNOON AND THIS EVENING AND: TOO: EARLY KNOW WHAT THEY MAY 
DECIDE « 


3¢ SINCE MOST OF SUPPLIES HELD BY ICRC WERE FURNISHED THROUGH | 
UNICEFs LABOUISSE THOUGHT IF ICRC WERE TO PULL: OUT» THESE i 
SUPPLIES COULD BE GRADUALLY TRANSFERRED FOR RELIEF USE IN NIGERIA 
BUT. IT WOULD BE ESSENTIAL: THAT THEY BE USED IN SAME WAY AS i 


H 
PRESENTLY AND THAT IT BE CLEAR WHAT THE: PLAN WOULD BE FOR SUCH | 
TRANSFER AND WHO WOULD’ BE’ CHARGE’ OF HANDLING THESE SUPPLIES. 


Y 4o J] EXPECT TO KEEP IN TOUCH WITH LABOUISSE DURING HIS STAY IN 
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GENEVA THESE NEXT TWO WEEKS. TUBBY 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL’ USE: GENEVA. 2358 
FOR U/CF*CLYDE FERGUSON 

LIMDIS 

SUBJECT! NIGERIAN. RELIEF 

REF GENEVA 2998 


fe CHENARD/JCA HAS: RECEIVED: FOLLOWING LETTER FROM: DR MIDDELKOOP: 
DATED ORBU, BIAFRA JUNE 28 


QTE: I HAVE SOUNDED BIAFRAN: GOVERNMENT. ABOUT’ PROPOSAL' FOR GENEVA 
AND’ THEY ARE! PREPARED’ ACCEPT ITs YOU REALIZED» OF ‘COURSE’ THAT 
THIS’ AN UNOFFICIAL’ ANNOUNCEMENTs- JUST A SOUNDING: AND: THEREFORE 
OFFICIAL: APPROACH! BY FERGUSON’ HAS TO BE! MADE’ FIRST BEFORE: THEY 
PREPARED ACCEPT IT« 


I DIp NOT ‘SEND THIS: NEWS: BY: CABLE: BECAUSE! I. FEEL» AT THIS: 
MOMENT» THINGS WILL! GO SLOWLY ANYHOWs. IN: DISCUSSION:.SO: FAR, WE: 
HAVE BEEN MET WITH SYMPATHETIC. UNDERSTANDING’ WE HAVE BEEN ONLY 
TWO DAYS HERE SO WE WAITING: FOR: CALL! MEET® THE: IMPORTANT’ PEOPLE 
AND’ GET MATTER THRASHED OUT*BUT WE HAPPY THAT WE: HAVE 

ADVANCED» AT LEAST» SO’ FARo UNQ@TE® TUBBY 
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FM: AMEMBASSY’ THE! HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE’ WASHDC: 4195: 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS’ 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY’ PARIS 
USMISSION GENEVA 


CONF IDENT IAL THE HAGUE 2623 

DEPARTMENT FOR: U/CF 

SUBJ? ARIKPO: VISITS THE. HAGUE: 

REF: HAGUE 2436 

Je SUMMARY®* DURING: JULY 25 vist? HERE» FONMIN ARTUPO MET’ 
WITH FONMIN LUNS. AND SECOND CHAMBER’ FORAFFS' COMMITTEE». PAID 
COURTESY CALL. ON! PRIMIN DE JOHG» AND GAVE! PRESS CONFERNECE® 


IN. PUBLIC: STATEMENTS» ARIKPO SOUGHT INJECT MORE BALANCE: IN 
DUTCH PUBLIC OPINION ON NIGERTAs IN HIS PRIVATE TALKS WITH: LUNSs 


ae 


ACCORDING. MFA OFFICIALS, HE INDICATED WILLINGNESS: SEEK RESOLVE: 
ICRC QUESTION® END SUMMARY 


@e BEFORE: MEETING. WITH ARIKPO JULY 30 FONMIN, LUNS: WAS SUMMONED: TO: 

SECOND CHAMBER: FOR. GON STATEMENT ON NIGERIAN SITUATION 

UNS’ ASSURED CHAMBER HE WOULD: "URGENTLY" PRESS: ARIKPO 

FOR MEASURES. LEADING TO RESUMPTION OF: DAY’ FLIGHTS« LUNs: i 
~ JUND: FMG WISH COORDINATE RELIEF. "NOT ENTTRELY OBJECT IONABLES " i 
BUF ADDED: HE. WOULD. URGE ARIKPO: TO ESTABLISH SATISFACTORY: ‘ 
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COOPERATION WITH! ICRC: AND TO HAVE CONFERENCE! IN THAT’ BODY* 


3e IN TALKS WITH: LUNS» MFE. SOURCE’ TOLDi US: ARTKPO: STATED! FMG 
ALM. HAS: ALWAYS: BEEN TO COORDINATE RELIEF! ACTIVITIES: UNDER! 


ICRCe HE ADDED’ HOWEVER» THAT LINDT WAS UNACCEPTABLE} ON! 
TWO GROUNDS: HIS INABILITY COORDINATE ALL! RELIEF: EFFORTS. 
AND HIS FAILURE TO: PRESS OJUKWU: HARD. ENOUGH ON, BAY’ FLIGHTS* 


he RE NIGHT FLIGHTS». ARIKPO SAID THEY HAD ALWAYS BEEN A 

COVER FOR: ARMS: DELIVERIES WHICH! FOR. MOST. PARTCAME "INDIRECTLY: 
FROM FRANCEe" ARTKPO. SAID FMG HAD TOLERATED NIGHT FLIGHTS: 
UNTIL VON ROSEN'S ATTACKS: AND’ THEN DECISION TAKEN: TOI CONTROL! 
AIR SPACE’ AND: FORBID THE FLIGHTS» 


5. WITH REGARD: TO ICRC RELIEF ACTIVITIES: ON FEDERAL SIDE» 
ARIKPO SAID ICRC: HAD FAILED’ COORDINATE: THESE: ACTIVITIES: 
AND THAT IT MORE: INTERESTED IN| RELIEF: THAN: REHABILITATION. 


WHICH’ IS. "FMG'S MAIN CONCERN"eRESPONSE: LUNS* PRODDIING®. 
EXTRAFFMIN SAID WAY COULD: BE FOUND: TO RESOLVE’ ICRC: QUESTIONe 


6e. ON CROSS eae PROJECT» ARTKPO SAID IT. STILL: UNDER "SERTOUS": 
TRUE", ADDING PUBLICITY ABOUT PROJECT HAD! CREATED: SOME 
DIFFICULTIESe 


7* IN HIS MEETING WITH PRESS» ARIKPO: STATED’ FMC HAD: PROPOSED 


THAT ICRC: COORDINATE ALL: RELIEF: ACTIVITIES AND: "DAYLIGHT 
FLIGHTS: FROM FMGi TERRITORY". HE’ ADDED’ THAT ICRC: HAD RESERVED: 
ON PROPOSAL WHILE THE! OTHER: 15 AID! ORGANIS ACCEPTED LaGos® POSITION’ 


Be RE| NETHS, ARIKPO SAID: DUTCH: PUBLIC: OPINION FAVORED: BIAFRAs WITH: 
REGARD TO: ARMS: DELIVERIES» HE: SAID: DUTCH: REFUSED: PROVIDE! SHELLS 
FOR: DESTROYER NIGERIA. AND: DID NOT SUPPLY ANY: OTHER! WEAPONS». 

BUT FRANCE ANDi OTHER WE COUNTRIES: SUPPLYING ARMS: TO BIAFRA«. 

HE DISCOUNTED» AS EXAGGERATED» TALK: OF! STARVATION: IN| NIGERTA. 


8+ COMMENT! DESPITE OBVIOUS BIAS DUTCH! MEDIA FOR. BIAFRAs, NATIONAL! ‘.: 
PRESS: GAVE ARIKEO AND: HIS VIEWS’ EXCELLENT COVERAGE’ 
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NOFORN 


SUBJECT? NIGERIAN RELIEF: MORE ON BRITISH MEETING WITH ARIKPO 


REF: LONDON 5324 0d 27- 9 baila Agere 


1° FONOFF*S MOBERLY AND BARDER (WEST AFRICAN DEPT) INFORM -US 
THAT THEY HAVE JUST HEARD THAT NAVILLE HAS’ DECIDED TO LEAD ICRC 
TEAM TO LAGOS AND WILL PaSS THROUGH LONDON: TUES NIGHT 

(JULY 8)e HE IS TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE LAGOS WEDs 

JULY 9 AT 1696 HRS» FREYMOND WILL! APPARENTLY MIND THE STORE IN 

GENEVAe 


OTe 


2e MOBERLY AND BARDER HAVE ALSO ADDED ONE: OR’ TWO DETAILS TO 
TEBBIT®S ACCOUNT OF WEEKEND TALKS WITH ARIKPO: (REFTEL) > BRITISH 


Sayre es eee ne 


TOLD ARIKPO THAT THEY THOUGHT IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR’ ICRC To 

SEND SENIOR REPRESENTATIVE INTO BIAFRAN ENCLAVE TO TALK TO 
OUUKWU: AND ATTEMPT CONVINCE’ HIM TO ACCEPT DAYLIGHT RELIEF 
FLIGHTS UNDER CONDITIONS POSED BY FMGe THERE WAS SOME DISCUSSION 


Sere 
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OF FEASIBILITY OF BEEFING UP ICRE MISSION AND INCLUDING IN IT 
LORD HUNT, REPRESENTATIVE OF COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT AND PERWAPS 


ON OJUKWUe RRITISH EMPHASIZED TO ARIKPO THAT THESE IDEAS 
WERE TENTATIVE AND THAT ICRC WOULD: WISH TO DISCUSS: SUBJECT 
FURTHER IN LAGOS» 


3* MOBERLY AND BARDER COMMENTED THAT ICRC MIGHT PREFER To 

TALK TO OJUKWU ALONE, BUT BRITISH THOUGHT THE TIME HAD COME To 
PUT STRONGEST POSSIBLE PRESSURE oN O'jJUKWU TO ACCEPT DAYLIGHT 
FLIGHTS* LINDT HAD GOTTEN NO WHERE IN HIS EARLIER EFFORTS: AND 
THERE WAS NO REASON TO BELIEVE NAVILLE OR FREYMOND COULD GET 
ANY FURTHER WITHOUT REINFORCEMENTS. 


4o MOBERLY REQUESTED THAT WE TREAT FOREGOING ON’ NOFORN BASIS. 
ANNENBERG 
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CONFIDENTI 1 Lowoor(Ssen) 


SUBU: NIGERIAN RELIEF8’ BRITISH BRING TOGETHER. ARIKPO AND 
FREYMOND 


REF# | LONDON 5279-Pal 27-9 Wouafra)— Rigerig ; 


le BRITISH OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH NIGERIA HAVE HAD BUSY WEEK®= 
END>* FONOFF*®S. FOLEY AND: TEBBIT DISCUSSED: RELIEF: PROBLEMS’ WITH 
NIGERIAN COMMISSIONER EXTAFF ARIKPO. SAT* (JULY 5) AND MEETING 
WAS ENLARGED TO INCLUDE ICRC*%S FREYMOND WHO. FLEW INTO LONDON 
SAME: AFTERNOONe PRESS THIS MORNING FEATURES FRONT+=PAGE: HEADLINES 
CLAIMING RED CROSS AND’ LAGOS Now IN COMPLETE AGREEMENT ABOUT 

()) ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSPORTATION OF: RELIEF: SUPPLIES TO BIAFRA® 


om) TRUTH IS’ THAT PRESS’ ACCOUNTS: ARE MISLEADINGLY OPTIMISTIC: AND: 

BASIC: POSITIONS’ OF FMG AND ICRC HAVE NOT CHANGEDe WE SPOKE i 
BRIEFLY THIS MORNING TO: TEBBIT WHO: SAID. HE WAS PLEASED THAT FMG : 
AND: ICRC: HAD STOPPED’ BOMBING EACH: OTHER WITH PRESS: RELEASES: AND: i 
WERE’ BACK IN DIRECT COMMUNICATIONS BUT THERE HAD BEEN NO: "BREAK®: 

THROUGH" OF: KIND’ ANNOUNCED BY PRESSe TEBBIT. THOUGHT WEEKEND: ! 
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TALKS IN LONDON WOULD LEAD TO FURTHER DISCUSSIONS IN LAGOS THIS 
WEEKe FONOFF UNDERSTODD THAT FREYMOND HAD. TENTATIVE PLANS’ ‘TO FLY 
TO’ LAGOS TUESe NIGHT {JULY 8), WITH NAVILLE TO FOLLOW AT 
APPROPRIATE LATER TIME’ 


3e ACCORDING TO TEBBIT» ICRC ACCEPT FMG'S RIGHT TO INSPECT RELIEF: 
CARGOES AND To INSIST ON DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS FREYMOND HOWEVER 
PROPOSED THAT FMG AGREE TOLIMITED NUMBER OF "SERVICE FLIGHTS" 

FOR SHORT PERIODe HE HAD ARGUED THAT IN PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES, 
WITH ICRC AIRCRAFT GROUNDED AT NIGHTs IcRC WAS BEING OUTFLANKED 
BY JCAe HE THOUGHT. THAT THREE ICRC FLIGHTS PER NIGHT FOR Two 
WEEKS OR LESS WOULD ENABLE THEM TO KEEP THEIR ORGANIZATION 7 
INTACT_INSIDE ENCLAVEs HOPEFULLY THIS WOULD PROVIDE ENOUGH TIME 
TO REACH FIRM AGREEMENT ON CONDITIONS FOR DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS» 


4e ARIKPO HAD NEITHER REJECTED NO ACCEPTED SERVICE FLIGHT 
PROPOSAL* HE INDICATED THAT IF NIGHT FLIGHTS WERE RESUMED» FMG 
WOULD INSIST THAT ICRC ANNOUNCE PUBLICLY THAT RESUMPTION —— _ 
WAS FOR SHORT PERIOD AND NO EXTENSION WOULD BE REQUESTEDe TEBBIT 
THINKS PERSONALLY THAT FMG IS UNLIKELY TO: AGREE TO RESUMPTION 
EVEN ON THIS BASIS¢6 


Se TEBBIT ALSO TOLD US THAT HE’ AND FOLEY HAD GIVEN STRONG ‘PLUG 
TO CROSS RIVER PROPOSAL AND HE THOUGHT ARIKPO UNDERSTOOD ITS 


IMPORTANCE « 


60 COMMENT: FONSEC STEWART FACES SHARP QUESTYONS ON NIGERIAN 
RELIEF. IN HOUSE: OF COMMONS THIS AFTERNOON AND FULL*DRESS: DEBATE 
‘1S: STILL’ SCHEDULED FOR’ THURSo (JULY 1@}o TEBBIT WAS AT LOSS: TO: 
EXPLAIN ENTHUSIASTIC PRESS: HEADLINES BUT IT SEEMS LIKELY To US: 
THAT THEY RESULTED FROM BRIEFING BY PM'S OFFICE! AND WERE: DESIGNED: 
TO TAKE. HEAT OFF GOV*T DURING PRESENT DIFFICULT WEEK* BY SAME 
TOKEN WE SHOULD: SEE MORE CONSPICUOUS ACTIVITIES BY SENIOR: 
OFFICIALS IN NEXT FEW DAYSe ALTHOUGH TEBBIT SAID NO: HIGH*LEVEL: 
MISSIONS ARE IN THE CARDS AT MOMENT*s IT IS POSSIBLE THAT MAURICE 


FOLEY WILL BE. SENT ON QUICK TRIP: To LAGOS PRIOR. TO. DEBATE. 
ANNENBERG 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: Lonnon(s47) 


SUBJ: NIGERIAN RELIEF: FOREIGN SECRETARY STEWART'S: STATEMENT 
IN HOUSE OF COMMONS .JULY' 7 


le FONOFF HAS MADE AVAILABLE: TO US TEXT OF STATEMENT DELIVERED: 
THIS AFTERNOON ON NIGERIAN RELIEF: BY FONSEC. STEWART TEXT FOLLOWS: 


"WITH YOUR PERMISSION MR*s SPEAKER AND: THAT OF: THE HOUSE» I 
WISH TO MAKE A STATEMENT ON THE RELIEF: SITUATION IN: NIGERTA« 


IN THE. COMMUNIQUE. ISSUED ON THE {ST OF JULY AFTER TALKS WITH ‘THE 
RELIEF AGENCIES» THE’ FEDERAL GOVERNMENT UNDERTOOK TO PERMIT 

THE TRANSPORT OF: FOODs SEEDSs DRUGS AND CLOTHING To THE REBEL’ 
HELD AREAS BY AIR. AFTER DUE INSPECTION IN LAGOS OR AT OTHER: 
INSPECTION POINTS IN FEDERAL' AREAS THAT MIGHT BE: AGREED* 


THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MAINTAINED THEIR BAN: ON NIGHT FLIGHTS BUT 
REeAFFIRMED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO ALLOW DAY FLIGHTS » THESE: 

WOULD TAKE PLACE EVERYDAY BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 9 AeMe AND 

6 PeMe THIS WAS ACCEPTED BY ALL: THE RELIEF: REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT 
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EXCEpT FOR THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ICRC: WHO WAS UNABLE: To 

COMMIT HIS ORGANIZATION WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS» THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
ALSO MADE IT CLEAR THAT THERE WAS NO QUESTION OF: EXPELLING THE: 

RED CROSS AND THAT IN TAKING OVER COORDINATION OF: RELIEF WORK: 

WITHIN FEDERAL TERRITORY« THE GOVERNMENT WISHED TO: WORK: OUT 

A SCHEME FOR THE ORDERLY TRANSFER OF RESPONSIBILITIES IN CONSULT= 
ATION WITH THE INTERNATIONAL: RED’ CROSS» THE: NIGERIAN RED: CROSSs 

THE OTHER RELIEF AGENCIES AND THE NIGERIAN COMMISSION FOR 
REHABILITATION«e 


TWO THINGS ARE NEEDED TO MAKE THE FEDERAL’ OFFER ON DAYLIGHT 
FLIGHTS EFFECTIVE’ THE COe OPERATION OF THE RELIEF: AGENCIES, AND 
ACCEPTANCE BY THE REBEL’ AUTHORITIES» MY HONOURABLE FRIEND THE: 
PARLIAMENTARY UNDER SECRETARY OF’ STATE ACCORDINGLY VISITED 

GENEVA ON THE @ND OF JULY FOR URGENT TALKS WITH: THE PRESIDENT. 

AND SENIOR OFFICIALS OF’ THE: INTERNATIONAL: RED CROSSe MY HONOURABLE 
FRIEND MADE KNOWN TO THE INTERNATIONAL: RED CROSS OUR WILLINGNESS 
TO HELP AND OUR: STRONGLY HELD VIEW THAT: THE FUTURE OF RELIEF 
OPERATIONS SHOULD BE WORKED. OUT TOGETHER BY THE ICRC AND THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT» HE’ FOUND FULL’ AGREEMENT ON. THIS POINT» 


I MYSELF SAW DRe ARIKPOs THE NIGERIAN COMMISSIONER FOR EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS IN LONDON THE 5TH: OF’ JULY*® HE CONFIRMED’ HIS GOVERNMENTS 
WILLINGNESS TO CO*OPERATE’ FULLY OVER THE PROVISION OF RELTEF 

BY AIR» LAND OR RIVERs PROVIDED THAT REASONABLE ARRANGEMENTS 
ARE WORKED OUT FIRST IN THE’ MANNER PROPOSED 


DR» ARIKPO ASSURED ME THAT THE: FEDERAL’ GOVERNMENT WOULD: AGREE: ‘ 
TO NEUTRAL OBSERVERS AT THE INSPECTION POINTS IN FEDERAL: 
TERRITORY AS A GUARANTEE AGAINST TAMPERING WITH RELIEF SUPPLIES 
AND AS AN ASSURANCE THAT THE INSPECTION PROCEDURES: WOULD: BE: 
EXPEDITIOUS»* HE EXPLAINED THAT THE PROJECT FOR TAKING RELIEF INTO: , 
REBEL AREA BY THE CROSS RIVER HAD NOT YET BEEN AGREED IN DETAIL® 


WE WERE ABLE TO ARRANGE A MEETING IN LONDON LATER IN THE WEEKEND 

BETWEEN DRe ARIKPO AND: PROFESSOR FREYMONDs VICE=PRESIDENT OF THE 

ICRC» PROFESSOR FREYMOND CONFIRMED THAT THE RED. CROSS. WOULD. BE: i 
WILLING TO OPERATE DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS. AS NOW PROPOSED BY THE i 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SUBJECT TO DETAILED AGREEMENT ON GUARANTEES OF: i 
SAFETY FOR RED CROSS CREWS, AIRCRAFT AND. PERSONNEL's THE ICRC 

ARE SENDING A SENIOR EMMISSARY TO LAGOS EARLY THIS WEEK’ FOR! A i 
CONTINUATION OF. THE TALKS WHICH WERE BEGUN IN LONDON AT’ THE 
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WEEKENDe® I GREATLY HOPE THAT THESE CONTACTS. MARK A NEW BEGINNING 
IN BETTER RELATIONS. OF: TRUST AND: CO©OPERATION BETWEEN THE FEDERAL: 
GOVERNMENT AND THE INTERNATIONAL: RED: CROSS. 


THE POSITION» THEREFOREs IS THAT THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT IS READY’ 
TO LET RELIEF GO THROUGH: ON CONDITIONS WHICH: ARE IN THEMSELVES 
REASONABLEs AND ARE ACCEPTABLE TO THE RELIEF AGENCIES AT THE 
LAGOS CONFERENCE» COLONEL: OJUKWU'S AGREEMENT IS NOW VITAL® 

WE ARE ACCORDINGLY CONSIDERING URGENTLY WITH THE GOVERNMENTS 

AND RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS CONCERNED: HOW BEST TO SECURE HIS 
AGREEMENT WITHOUT DELAY SO THAT THE FLOW OF RELIEF: MAY BE 

RESUMED AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENTe"™ 


2e COMMENT: FONOFF'S BRIAN BARDER (WEST AFRICAN DEPT) WHO wAS. IN 


GOVT BOX WHEN STEWART’ MADE HIS STATEMENT TELLS’ US RECEPTION 

WAS SYMPATHETIC FROM BOTH SIDES OF HOUSE* IN RESPONSE TO 

QUESTION WHETHER BRITISH GOVT WAS TRYING TO MAKE: INTERIM ARRANGE= 
MENTS FOR IMMEDIATE AIR SHIPMENTS TO RELIEF SUPPLIES TO BIAFRAN 
ENCLAVEs STEWART SAID SUBJECT HAD BEEN DISCUSSED WITH ARIKPO 

OVER WEEKENDe THERE WERE TWO DIFFICULTIES’ ABOUT RESUMPTION 

OF NIGHT RELIEF FLIGHTS EVEN FOR LIMITED’ PERTOD® FIRST WAS 
CONTINUING BIAFRAN USE OF NIGHT FLIGHTS FOR ARMS DELIVERIES’ SECOND 
WAS RISK THAT IF FMG AGRRED TO TWOeWEEK EXTENSION OF NIGHT RELIEF: 
FLIGHTS OJUKWU WOULD PROCRASTINATE ABOUT REACHING AGREEMENT ON 
DAY*LIGHT FLIGHTS AND PUT LAGOS IN A POSITION OF. EITHER 
TERMINATING NIGHT FLIGHTS OR AGREEING TO NEW SERIES 

OF EXTENSIONS.» STEWART STATED ‘THAT HE: EXPECTED SUBJECT OF 

INTERIM ARRANGEMENTS TO BE DISCUSSED IN LAGOS DURING UPCOMING 
VISIT OF SENIOR ICRC REP* 
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CONFIDENT YI AL LIBREVILLE 704 


CITE SICR-DCDB 21989 (DIA) mt) 


7 SUBJECT! BIAFRAN AIRLIFT 
1* AIRLIFT OPERATIONS CONTINUED PAST WEEK WITH FOLLOWING 


PRESUMED ARMS FLIGHTS HAVING BEEN MADE SINCE JUNE 301 
DCe4 F“BBD NIGHTS JULY 1-2, 2=3, AND 5-68 


DCe7 TReLK (IDENTIFIED PARA ft LIBREVILLE 613, HAS NOW BEEN. __ 
REPAINTED IN SAME MARKINGS AS 0C#7'S DESCRIBED PARA 3 LIBREVILLE 
680) RETURNED LIBREVILLE JUNE 4% AND MADE PRESUMED ARMS FILIGHTS 
NIGHTS OF JULY S#6 AND 6*7e 


ee PRESUMED RELIEF. FLIGHTS SINCE JUNE 301 
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ets NF IDEN TIAL ROME 4189 


SUBJECTS NIGERIAN FORMIN'S VISIT 


FOREIGN MINISTRY TELLS US THAT PURPOSE: OF ARIKPO!S! VIGIT 
TO ROME WaS TO ASSURE HIMSELF THAT GOI HAD: NOT MADE ANY’ 
PAYMENTS TO BIAFRA» AS PRESS HAD REPORTEDs ANDO THAT ITALY: 
DID NOT INTEND! CHANGE ITS HANDS@OFF«WI TH=HUMANITARIAN®AID: 
POLICY TOWARDS BIAFRA+ IN HIS PRIVATE MEETING WITH! NENNI 
(IN WHICH’ AMBASSADOR GARBA NOT PARTICIPANT) HIS REMARKS: 
WERE VERY SIMILAR TO THOSE MADE’ LATER IN PRESS: 
CONFERENCE. (EMBTEL. 4134)» AND HE. PARTICULARLY EMPHASIZED 
NIGERIAN UNWILLINGNESS SEE CONFLICT "INTERNATIONALITZED"s 
NENNI REPORTEDLY REPLIED THAT PRESSURES ON’ GOVERNMENT FROM: 
PARLIAMENT ANDI PUBLIC: OPINION WERE! HEAVY BUT THAT IT" 
DIFFICULT VISUALIZE ANY CONSTRUCTIVE! STEPS: THAT: TTALW 
COULD: TAKE*s f 
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STATE FOR U/CF 


FOLLOWING IS MARKPRESS (BIAFRAN OVERSEAS PRESS DIVISION) RELEASE 
DATED JULY 5» PARIS» QUOTE: ~ BIAFRA CALLS. ON FREE WORLD GOVERN*~ 
MENTS TO ACTe 


A SCATHING ATTACK ON NIGERIA. AND’ THE BRITISH: GOVERNMENT AND A 
CALL TO THE NATIONS OF THE FREEE' WORLD WERE: MADE BY MRe.CeCo 
MOJEKWUs BIAFRA'S SPECIAL’ ENVOY AND: HEAD OF THE MINISTRY OF HOME ‘ 


AFFAIRS SPEAKING HERE TODAY« : 


"BUT, FOR ONE THING AT LEAST» [| DO APPLAUD THE NIGERIAN GOVERN~ 
MENTs" HE SAIDe "NOW THEY*RE: BEING HONESTes THEY HAVE» AT LASTs 
AFTER THREE YEARS. OF WHOLESALE SLAUGHTER FRANKLY ADMITTED THAT’ 
GENOCIDE IS THEIR AIMe CHIEF AWOLOWO MADE’ THIS QUITE CLEAR WHEN 
HE RECENTLY DECLARED: STARVATION TO BE ONE OF NIGERIA'S WEAPONS: : 
OF WARe AND THE POINT WAS QUITE WELL AMPLIFIED BY ENAHORO WHEN ; 
HE » IN EFFECT = BANNED. THE: MERCY FLIGHTS TO BIAFRA OF THE RED H 
CROSS AND’ THE OTHER RELIEF AGENCIES aT THEIR MEETING IN LAGOS ON i 
MONDAYs AFTER NIGERIAN INTIMIDATION HAD BROUGHT MERCY FLIGHTS TO | 
A VIRTUAL. HALT." 

i 

: 

i 


I WISH» MRe MOJEKWU: CONTINUED, THAT THE SAME DEGREE OF HONESTY 
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COULD BE CLAIMED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENTo I1*M AFRAID IT CAN1T 
BEe THE ATTITUDE OF HAROLD WILSON» MICHAEL STEWARD (THE BRITISH 
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH AFFAIRS: MINISTER) AND ONE OR TWO OTHER 
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMEN ON WEST AFRICAN MATTERS RIVALS THE NAZI 
LEADERS FOR SHEER» CRIMINAL CYNICISM WHERE THE FATE OF MILLIONS 
OF PEOPLE 1S CONCENRNEDe* 


MRo MOJEKWU REFERRED TO a STATEMENT IN THE’ HOUSE OF COMMONS ON 
TUESDAY THIS WEEKs WHEN MRe STEWART ASKED THAT "ANYONE WITH ANY 
CONTACT WITH COLONEL’ OUUKWU SHOULD SHOUT LOUDLY IN HIS EAR THAT 
HE SHOULD ALLOW RELIEF TO GET IN EITHER BY DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS OR BY 
LAND»«" THE SPECIAL ENVOY CONTINUED: "WERE IT ALMOST ANYONE ELSEs 

I SHOULD URGED THOSE IN CONTACT WITH MRe STEWART TO SHOUT 

LOUDLY IN HIS EAR THAT GENERAL OYUKWUs AND OTHER MEMBERS OF OUR 
GOVERNMENT HAVE: REPEATEDLY STATED THAT WE WILL: ALLOW DAYLIGHT 
FLIGHTS» AND WE WILL ALLOW RELIEF IN BY SURFACE ROUTES» SUBJECT 
ONLY TO THE OBVIOUS PROVISO THAT OUR SECURITY MUST NOT BE HAMPERED 
IN THE PROCESSe BUT WHERE MRe STEWART IS CONCERNEDs THERE IS 
NOBODY WHO COULD SHOUT LOUDLY ENOUGHe HE COULD NOT HEAR THE DEATH: 
RATTLES OF THE ONE AND A HALF MILLION BIAFRANS WHO HAVE ALREADY 
STARVEDs AND HE WILL CERTAINLY NOT HEAR THE LAST CRIES OF THOSE 
WHO ARE DYING IN THEIR THOUSANDS’ NOWe THERE ARE NONE SO DEAF AS 
THOSE WHO DON'T WANT TO HEARe" 


ta LOT OF PEOPLE WERE SCEPTICAL» THREE WEEKS’ AGOs WHEN I REVEALED: 
A PLOT BETWEEN NIGERIA AND THE: PRO-NIGERIA CLIQUE WITHIN THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO HARRASS THE’ RED CROSS: UNTIL THEY AND THE 
OTHER RELIEF aGENCIES CEASE’ THEIR MERCY FLIGHTS TO BIAFRAs 
PERHAPS NOW = AFTER WHAT HAS HAPPENED IN THE’ MEANTIME = THESE 
CYNICS WILL’ CHANGE THEIR ATTITUDE*® MY BRITISH SOURCES HAVE BEEN 
PROVED CORRECTe ACCORDING TO WHAT I HEARD IN LONDON SOME TIME 
BEFORE I MADE THE ANNOUNCEMENTs THE NEXT STAGE = IF WORLD PUBLIC 
ALLOWS THE PLOT TO CONTINUE = WILL! BE FOR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT 
TO ACCEED TO PUBLIC OPINION» AND TO ATTEMPT TO TAKE: OVER ULI 
AIRPORTs ALLEGEDLY TO BRING IN RELYEFs BUT REALLY TO DENY US THE 
USE OF ITe I SHOULD STRESS THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS NEVER 
HAD THE GALL: TO. DENY THIS." 


MRe MOJEKWU STRESSED HOWEVER THATs BY WHATEVER MEANS THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT TRIED TO EXPLOIT ITs BIAFRA WAS VERY GRATEFUL FOR» 
AND CONSCIOUS OF "THE WAVE OF PUBLIC EXPRESSIONS OF HORROR WHICH 
HAVE FOLLOWED THE LATEST NIGERIAN OUTRAGES~- OBJECTIVE COMMENTS: 
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BY THE PRESS. HAVE’ REFLECTED’ THE DISGUST WHICH HUMANITARIAN PEOPLE} 
EVERYWHERE FEEL. FOR A POLICY OF WAR BY STARVATION AND MASSACRE: 

OF CIVILIANS+ PERHAPS: THESE EXPRESSIONS HAVE BEEN MOST FERVENT: IN 
BRITAIN BECAUSE. MOST PEOPLE THERE’ ARE. COMPLETELY AT ODDS WITH 
THEIR GOVERNMENT ON THIS ISSUE IN WHICH! THEY HAVE» WITHOUT ANY 
CHOICE, BECOME INVOLVED+* IT IS A HORRIBLE: THING FOR A NATION ‘TO 
BE MADE THE UNWILLING ACCOMPLICES OF: GENOCIDE." 


BUT MR MOJEKWU URGED?! “BEYOND THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PRESS AND OF 
ORGANIZATIONS AND: INDIVIDUALS WITH’ A CONSCIENCE’ WHAT WE NEED. NOW 
1S ACTION BY GOVERNMENTS» THE RED CORSS IN ITS CONDEMNATION OF 
NIGERIA'S TOTAL BLOCKADE ON OUR CIVILIAN POPULATIONs AND THE 
HELPFUL REMARKS OF THE’ POPE AND MR» WILLIAM ROGERS OF THE UNITED 
STATES HAVE SHOWN THE WAY* NOW I CALL UPON ALL: OF THE GOVERN- 


MENTS’ OF THE FREE WORLD. TO: UNQUETVOCALLY DEMONSTRATE» BY STATE=: 
MENTSsAND» WHERE: POSSIBLE’ BY SANCTIONS AND: OTHER APPROPRIATE 
ACTIONs THAT THEY CONDEMN THE MILITARY AND UNeDEMOCRATIC REGIME 
IN NIGERIA THAT IS’ BENT ON STARVING ‘TO DEATH! ANOTHER NATIONs FOR 
THE’ CRIME OF DEFENDING THEMSELVES: AGAINST A PROVEN ENEMYe 


THOSE WHICH REMAIN SILENT ARE CONDONING THE WHOLESALE STARVATION 


OF OUR WOMEN» CHILDREN» ELDERLY. AND SICK» PROMPT AND: DECISIVE 

ACTION = BY THE’ GOVERNMENTS OF L'ARGE’ POWERS AND SMALL NATIONS. 

ALIKE = STANDS THE BEST CHANCE OF: BRINGING: NIGERIA TO HER: SENSES» 

SO THAT MILLIONS OF LIVES WILL’ BE SAVEDs AND BOTH: COUNTRIES: CAN 

MEET AT THE CONFERENCE: TABLE» WITH’ PRECONDITIONS» TO DISCUSS 
PEACE» UNQUOTE : 
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JCA COMMITTEE HAS BEEN IN SESSION IN GENEVA SINCE. YESTERDAY. 
NAVILLE THOUGHT MODERATES WINNING OUT OVER "HOT HEADS". 


WE EXPECT GET FILL=IN TOMMORROW.e TUBBY 
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ICRC/LAGOS HAS’ INFORMED. GENEVA OF; FMG FIGHTER PLANE ATTACK 
AGAINST ICRC’ HOSPITAL: AT IKENANZ]IZE: ON JULY 3 AROUND 13152 
ONE: PERSON KILLED, SEVEN, WOUNDED: INCLUDING SWISS DRe FRASCANI 
{COMPOUND FRACTURE: LEFT FOREARM)» HOSPITAL’ ROOF: CLEARLY 
MARKED WITH RED CROSS» NO’ REPEAT‘ NO MILITARY TARGET WITHIN 
ONE: MILEe ATTACK: WITNESSED BY SWISS” ICRC PHYSICIANS PAPPA AND 
MAYER* HOCKE (ICRC DELYLAGOS?: HAS: BEEN INSTRUCTED DELIVER 
PROTEST TO FMGe TUBBY 
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SUBJECT! NIGERIAN: RELIEF! « NAVILLE: VISITe 
REFs GENEVA 2357 


UNDERSTAND ICRC: DELEGATION: CONSISTS oF NAVILLEs HOFFMANs FREY 
AND! EGGLT+ TUBBY 
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. 1/1 Jet 


The Secretary of State presents his compliments to the Charge 


d'Affaires of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and refers to the 


contract recently concluded between the Nigerian Commission for 


Rehabilitation and the Vinnell Corporation, an American fim. This 


contract was concluded with the assistance of the United States Agency 
for International Development. 


The contract calls for the Vinnell Corporation to supply 


maintenance and logistic services requirdd to inerease and expand the tc 

efficiency and effectiveness of the present Nigerian and other agency 

relief efforts in the distribution of relief supplies. Sh) 
In pursuance of this contract, Mr. Thomes Franklin Broady, Jr., se 


Mr. James Richard Killion, and Mr. Harris Earl Rahlfs will be traveling 
to Nigeria, Mr, Broady will serve ag Project Manager, Mr. Killion will 


serve ag Administration/Opera tions Manager, and Mr. Rahlfs is a Port 


Operations/Transportation Specialist, 
The Embassy's consideration in issuing the requested visas as wbll 


as others which may be required in furtherance of the Vinnell Cor- 


poration's service in Nigeria will be appreciated, 


~ asd g 


Department of State, 


Washington, July 7, 1969. 
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SUBJECT! NIGERIAN RELIEF: = ICRC 

REF’ STATE 111237 


te AMBASSADOR: ACCOMPANIED: BY GUTMAN MET TODAY aT NOON WITH IcRc 
PRESIDENT NAVILLE: FOR "TOUR D#tHORIZON" IN: CONTEXT REFTEL*.- 
FOLLOWING: MAJOR: POINTS: MERGED: _ 


1) NAVILLE LEAVES TOMORROW EVENING (JULY 8) FOR LAGOS« HE: ‘HAD 
ORIGINALLY INTENDED: SEND FREYMOND: AHEAD AND. TO FOLLOW HIMSELF’ IN 
Be4e DAYSe HOWEVER: AT INSISTENCE: OF! FMG AMBASSADOR: KOLO HE: ‘WAS: 
GOING: IMMEDIATELY SINCE’ GENERAL GOWAN WOULD: ONLY RECEIVE": ‘ICRC 
PRESIDENT* FREYMOND WILL! REMAIN IN! GENEVA® KOLO ‘SEEMED TO! TMPLY 
THAT FMG LEADERS ARE’ SPLIT RE QUESTION. OF, RELIEF» IT WAS: THERE» 
FORE: IMPERATIVE. FOR ICRC MEET IMMEDIATELY WITH: ‘GOWAN WHOs: IN 
TURN». COULD THEN INFORM. ENAHORO OF: ANY AGREEMENTS HE (GOWAN) 
AND! NAVILLE HAD REACHED+ IF; HOWEVER FREYMOND! FIRST NEGOTIATED AT 
ENAHORO LEVEL, IT WOULD BE: DIFFICULT FOR: GOWAN OVERRULE’ ‘DECIS™ 
IONS: MADE’ BY OTHER MEMBERS: OF: FMG TOP. ECHELON» KOLO: THOUGHT: 
NAVILLE WOULD BE ABLE: WIND UP: LAGOS. VISIT: IN | *2 DAYS» THitS: GIVES: 
NAVILLE HOPE THAT FMG WANTS: WORK OUT CONSTRUCTIVE: ARRANGEMENTS *® 
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IF‘ NO: REPEAT NO: POSITIVE RESULTS PRODUCED AFTER Two: DAYS NAVILLE 
WILLi WRITE OFF VISIT AS FAILURE. AND. CONSIDER IT FMG DEALYING 
MANEUVER. 


2) FREYMOND MET ARIKPO: YESTERDAY IN LONDONs ARTKPO: AGREED: ‘TO 
DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS FROM COTONOU AND SANTA ISABEL’ WITH PRO' FORMA 
REPEAT PRO FORMA LANDING: ON FMG SOIL%* INSPECTION INSPECTION: WOULD 
BE’ BRIEF FORMALITY WITHOUT NEED FOR UNLOADING OR ANY OPENING OF 
CASES» ETC+ ARIKPO INSISTED FMG INSPECTION OUTSIDE’ NIGERIAN: NOT 
REPEAT NOT FEASIBLE* ARIKPO ALSO "LISTENED SYMPATHETICALLY To 
FREYMOND'S REQUEST FOR IMMEDIATE: AUTHORIZATION. FOR! ICRC’.COMMUNI = 
CATION: FLIGHTS FROM COTONOUs FREYMOND ASKED FOR’ THREE FLIGHTS PER 
NIGHT BUT ICRC WOULD: BE GLAD» ACCORDING TO NAVILLE, OBTAIN PER- 
MISSION TO RUN ONE FLIGHT PER. NIGHT RECOGNIZING: THAT ADDITIONAL 
FLIGHTS WOULD NOT REPEAT WOULD NOT BE TRUE COMMUNICATION FLITGHTS« 
ARIKPQ MENTIONED TO FREYMOND THAT CROSS RIVER PROJECT WAS STILL 
"UNDER CONSIDERATION" BUT COULD NOT REPEAT NOT: BE IMPLEMENTED 
IMMEDIATELY. 


3) ICRC LAGOS HAS INFORMED ICRC GENEVA THAT FMG EMBARRASSED Ag: IT 
NOW REALIZES ITS: ORGANIZATIONAL AND FINANCIAL: INABILITY TO TAKE 
OVER AND CONTINUE ICRC RELIEF EFFORTS+ FMG IS NOW ATTEMPTING TO 
HAVE FORMULA ASSURING. SLOW BUT PROGRESSIVE. TURNOVER: OF! FUNCTIONS ® 
NAVILLE HAS INSTRUCTED ICRC: LAGOS TO BE. FRIENDLY AND HELPFUL TO 
FMG IN THIS: CONNECTION BUT TO INSIST AT ALL: TIMES THAT ICRC: HAS 
BEEN. REQUESTED TO GEAVE AND WILL! LEAVE. 


4) NAVILLE WILL! MEET AGAIN-THI§ PeMe WITH. JCA COMMITTEE HOPING TO 
WORK OUT JOINT LINE OF APPROACH ESPECIALLY RE DAYLIGHT FLGHTS* HE 
HOPES: PERSUADE JCA TO ROUTE: SAO TOME. FLIGHTS. VIA SANTA USABELe 
THIS: WOULD ENABLE’ HIM SPEAK TO GOWAN FOR ALL LEGITIMATE: RELTEF 
CARRIERS AND PRE*EMPT POSSIBLE FMG INTENTIONS TO DIVIDE RELIEF 
AGENCIES AND’ INTERPOLATE BETWEEN DIFFERENT POLICIES: OF' THE: VARI- 
OUS: AGENCIES. 


52 ICRC WAS TAKING "ENORMOUS RISK" IN SUBMITTING. TO INSPEC= __ 
TION: THIS WAS WITHOUT PRECEDENT IN HISTORY OF; ORGANIZATION: WHICH 
PREVIOUSLY HAS INSPECTED OTHERS BUT NEVER. BEEN INSPECTED ITSELF 
HOWEVER IN INTEREST BRINGING ASSISTANCE TO SUFFERING POPULATION» 
ICRC’ WOULD ACCEPT THIS "HUMILIATION". HOWEVER NAVILLE WAS. MOST / 
CONCERNED ABOUT THE UNFORTUNATE PRECEDENT THIS POLICY. MIGHT’ SET 
FOR! THE’ FUTURE. 
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6} BIGGEST PROBLEMs IN MaNyY RESPECTS, REMAIN INTRANSIGENCE OF 
BIAFRAN LEADERSHIP> ACCORDING AVAILABLE INFORMATION BIAFRA 
CONTINUES TO REJECT FLIGHTS. EMANATING FROM: OR INSPECTED: BY 
NIGERIA» BIAFRANS ARE STILL INSISTING ON THIRD: PARTY GUARANTEE 
WHICH TO THEM SEEMS TO MEAN SOME: SORT OF NEUTRAL INTERVENTION 
FORCE* ICRC OF COURSE CAN ONLY PROVIDE MORAL’ GUARANTEE WHICH 
ADMITTEDLY IS ONLY OF SYMBOLIC VALUE WHILE BIAFRANS LOOK FOR GUAR® 
ANTEE WITH CONCRETE SANCTIONS» NAVILLE HAS REASON BELIEVE: THAT 
NETHERLANDS IS GIVING THOUGHT TO: PROVIDINGSOME. SORT GUARANTEE 
BUT HE WAS NOT REPEAT NOT VERY OPTIMISTIC: RE EMERGENCE OF: 
FEASIBLE SOLUTION FROM THE HAGUE. 


NAVILLE RAISED QUESTION RE POSSIBILITY OF: USG GUARANTEE® 


AMBASSADOR AGAIN EXPLAINED UNILATERAL GUARANTEE: WITH POSSIBLE 
MILITARY INVOLVEMENT NOT REPEAT NOT FEASIBLE+e TUBBY 
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7) RE: RESUMPTION: NIGHT FLIGHTS Wei POINTED! OUT FMG STATEMENTS UP 
TO: NOW HAD BEEN:.CONSISTENTLY NEGATIVE*® SUGGESTED: FMG MAY 
THEREFORE! FIND! IT DIFFICULT REVERT: TO ‘STATUS: QUO ANTE: (LAGOS 6181» 
6102, ETCe) A NEW ICRC: PROPOSAL: CENTERING ON TEMPORARY DAYLIGHT | 
COMMUNICATION FLIGHTS COULD: POSSIBLY SERVE! AS. RETREAT POSITION 
‘AS! FMG WOULD! HAVE! TO GIVE! ONLY ON: ONE. POINT (OVERFLIGHT’ ITs 

! TERRITORY WITHOUT LANDING) BUT GAIN: DAYLIGHT POINT: CONVERSELY» 
BIAFRA. WOULD ASLO BE! COMPELLED: MAKE: CONCESSION» 8cEo OPEN ‘ULI 
FOR! DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS’ WHILE: BEING ABLE: MAINTAIN POSITION: ON ‘OTHER 
Ponte I+Es NO. FLIGHTS: EMANATING FROM OR! INSPECTED IN NIGERIAe 


. BA: Th eRe: EXISTS: POSSIBILITY. THAT: ‘JCA REP’ (MSGR* RODIN@CARITAS} 

“WILL! VISIT BIAFRA. WHILE: NAVICLE IS: IN LAGOS® NAVILLE! DOES NoT 
REPEAT DOES: NoT NOW WISH TO: VISIT BIAFRA COMING: FROM LAGOS, HE 
WANTS: AVOID: BEING CAST IN ROLE:.OF' INTERMEDIARYs IeEs- "TROTTING" 
PROPOSALS BACK AND: FORTH* 
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9) NAVILLE: MENTIONED: HE! INTENDS’ MAKE: STATEMENT THAT "ICRC: UNDER 
HES: PRESIDENCY: WILL! NEVER: DELIBERATELY VIOLATE FMG SOVEREIGNTY" o 
HHOWEVER SINCE: BIAFRA®S! COULD' CONSTRUE STATEMENT AT THIS: PARTICULAR 
TIME: AS. ICRC: DEFERENCE’ TO: FMGy HE: IS DELAYING RELEASE OF! THIS 
“COMMUNIQUE. 


COMMENTS: WE! GAINED: DISTINCT IMPRESSION: NAVILLE! LEAVES FOR Lanne 
WITHi GOOD: DEAL: OF! TREPIDATION*s HE’ }S ESSENTIALLY A COLD BANKER 
CAREFULLY CALCULATING ASSETS AND: LIABILITIES* HE!’ HAS CONCLUDEN 

-. THAT HE IS HOLDING VERY FEW TRUMP CARDS « HE. APPEARS: SOEMWHAT 

“re PESSIMISTIC: REGARDING POSSIBILITIES OF WORKING: OUT EARLY TECH’ 

| NICAL LEVEL’ ARRANGEMENTS’ RE: DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS: BETWEEN NIGERIA. per 

BYAFRA. EVEN IF: BASIC: POLICY ISSUES RAISED: BY BIAFRANS: CAN BE 
‘ACCOMMODATED* WE ARE’ SOMEWHAT CONCERNED: THAT NAVILLE*S PERSONALITY 
MAY. NOT BE IDEALLY SUITED TO: DEAL! WITH: AFRICANS® WE’ HAVE’ ASSURE 
NAVILLE THAT AMBASSADOR: MATTHEWS: AND: EMBASSY/AID: STAFFS: (ADLER/ 
MARKS): WILL! BE: HAPPY TO MEET: WITH: HIM AND!'RENDER ANY ASSISTANCE 
TUBBY: 
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FOLLOWING IS MARKPRESS <BIAFSEN AVE” CEAS PRESS DIVISION) RELEASE 
DATED PARIS JULY 5c QUOTE: TITLE . CALL TQ HALT GENOCIDE, 

THE REASONS BEHIND THE WATEST MOVES ¢N N7GERIACS NOW OPENLY-e 
DECLARED WAR OF STARVATION AGAINST & AFPA ARE ORVYOUS TO ANYONE 
WHO STUDIES THE EVENTS OF THE LAST THREE MONTHS» SAID MRe CHRIS> 
TOPHER MOJEKWUs BIAFRA’S SPECIAL ENVOY ANG HEso OF THE MINISTRY 
OF HOME AFFAIRS» IN A STATEMENT |[SSUED HERE TODAYs 


"¥OQ UNDERSTAND THE INCREASINGLY INHUMAN METHODS To WHicH 
NIGERIA IS RESORTING IN ITS WAR AGAINST US» YOU HAVE To LOOK 
BACK NO FURTHER THAN APRIL THIS YEAR» TOWARDS THE END OF THAT 
MONTH WE RECAPTURED THE VITAL: TOWN OF OWERRI e 


FROM THAT TIME ONWARDS OUR MILITARY OPERATIONS HAVE BEEN INCREAS- 
INGLY SUCCESSFUL: QUR TROOPS HAVE: BEEN ADVANCING STEADLY 
SOUTHWARD TOWARDS PORT HARCOURTs WE HAVE TAKEN CONSIDERAGSW EG ase. 


WEST OF THE RIVER NIGERe THE MUCH PUBLICISED NIGERIAN OCL.- 4 

OF UMUAHIA HAS PROVED A COSTLY EXERCISE: FOR: THEMs AS THEY ;RY 

DESPERATELY TO MAINTAIN CONTACT BETWEEN THEIR HARRASSED GAKRISON 

OF OCCUPATION AND THEYR MAIN FORCE »* A SITUATION WHICH COULD BE 
(t AS DISASTEROUS FOR THEM aS OWERRI WASe OUR AIR FORCE HAS DESe 
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TROYED A NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT AND OTHER MILITARY TARGETS AND HAS 
SORELY BRUISED NIGERIAN MORALE 


IN A FEW WORDS, THE NIGERIANS MUST HaVE RELISED THAT THEY COULD 
NOT ACHIEVE A MILITARY VICTORY, WHILE THE OIL SUPPLIES WHICH BOTH 
THEY AND THEIR BRIT SH AND RUSSIAN COLLABORATORS SO HIGHLY COVET 
WERE BEING INCREASINGLY THREATENEDo 


IT WAS AT THIS POINT, WHILE } WAS IN LONDON? THAT I LEARNED OF 

A PLOT» HATCHED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND THE NIGERIANS WHICH 
THEY FELT WOULD HAVE A BETTER CHANCE OF SUBUJUGATING US THAN 
CONVENTIONAL WARFARE = EVEN OF THE NIGERIAN VARIETY WiTH 

MASSIVE ARMS SUPPLIES AND ITS GENOCIDAL OVERTONESs 


THE [DEA WAS TO HARRASS THE HUMAINTIARIAN ORGANIZATIONS WHOSE 
RELIEF FLIGHTS HAVE BEEN INVALUABLE IN CARING FOR OUR CIVILIAN 
POPULATION DURING NIGERIA?S BLOCKADE » UNTIL THEY COULD NO LONGER 
OPERATE» IF THIS WASN'T ENOUGH, THEN THE BRITISH COULD CLAIM 

THAT IT WAS ESSENTIAL THAT RE! [EF GOT THROUGH», AND THAT THE ONLY 
WAY TO CO THIS WAS TO RELYE*’ US OF OUR ONE LINK WITH THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD ~ UL! AIRPORTe 


I WILL ADMIT THAT WHEN i FUR “YY HEARD OF THIS PLOT I WAS SCEPTI«= 
CALs ALTHOUGH MY INFORMANTS WERE Hiv HLY PLACED IN BRITISH POLIT? 
ICAL LIFE« 


BUT EVENTS SOON CONVINCED ME THAT I aA BEN WRONG TO DOUAT 

THEM. ALMOST IMMEDIATELY AFTERWARDS WE LEARNED OF DELIVERIES OF 
NEW FIGHTER AYRCRAFT TO LAGOSe FROM BRITAIN THEREWERE HAWKER 
HUNTERSs AND FROM RUSSIA SU7 NIGHT#®FIGHTERS AND RADAR TRACKING 
EQUIPMENTe IN EACH CASE PILOTS AND TECHNICIANS WERE THROWN IN FOR 
GOOD MEASURE © 


FYNAL PROOF CAME IN THE AFTERNOON OF JUNE 5e WHEN IN BROAD 
DAYLIGHT A CLEARLY=MARKED RED CROSS RELIEF PLANE WAS DELIBERATE* 
LY SHOT DOWN BY A NIGERIAN FIGHTER*® 


AFTER THIS FORTHRIGHT STATEMENT OF INTENTs THE NIGERIAKS #OLLON. 
THE LONDON PLOT TO THE LETTER+ THEIR FOREIGN©PILOTED JETS oHac ae. 


AFTER AND MEANCED THE MERCY FLYERS UNTIL’ THEIR TASK BECAME ALMOST 
IMPOSSIBLEe RELIEF DWINDLED TO A TRICKLE® 
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IN AN ATTEMPT TO FURTHER DISRUPT RELIEFs THE DISTINGUISHED RED 
CROSS OFFICIALs R-» AUGUST LINDT WAS EXPELLED FROM LAGOS. TO 
PREVENT THE REST OF THE. WORLD FROM KNOWING THEIR INTENTIONS UNTIL 


THE: TIME WAS RIPE THEY ALSO EXPELLED THE BeBeCe WEST AFRICA 


CORRESPONDENT, AND TIGHTENED THEIR CENSORSHIP. NIGERIAN JOURNAL = 
ISTS' SLOW TO TOE THE LINE WERE IMPRISONEDe 


STILL HAVE A VESTIGE OF REGARD FOR PUBLIC: OPINION» THE NIGERIANS 
ANNOUNCED THAT THE WOULD ALLOW DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS + KNOWING ‘THAT 
WE WERE VERY WARY OF LOWERING OUT ANTI-AIRCRAFT DEFENCES IN 
DAYLIGHT» WHENHHE AIRPORT WAS SO VULNERABLE TO ATTACKs 


BUT MUCH TO THEIR EMBARRASSMENT WE AGREEDs SUBJECT ONLY To THIRD 
PARTY GUARANTEES THAT NIGERIA WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED TO TAKE 
ADVANTAGE OF THIS PLANNED CHINK [N OUR DEFENCES *« 


THEN THERE WAS TALK ABOUT A SURFACE RELIEF: ROUTE ALONG THE cROSS 
RIVER» AGAIN WE AGREED» 


IN OUR EFFORTS TO SAVE OUR CIVILIAN POPULATION FROM FURTHER 
SUFFERING WE WERE OBVIOUSLY BEING TOO COOOPERATIVEs WITHOUT 
WASTING ANY FURTHER TIME ON DECEITs NIGERIA'S VICE-PRESIDENT» 
CHIEF AWOLOWOs ADMITTED WHAT HAD ALWAYS BEEN THE CASE = THAT 
THEY INTENDED TO USE STARVATION AS A WEAPON OF WARe TUBBY 
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AND! SHORTLY AFTERWARDS’ WE! WERE FACED WITH: THE: MACARBRE 

SPECTACLE: OF CHIEF ENAHORO STANDING: UP IN FRONT’ OF: REPRESENTATIVES 
OF’ THE: RELIEF AGENCIES: AND TELLING THEM THAT IN’ THE FUTURE NIGERIA 
WOULD! BE RESPONSIBLE! FOR' THE: DISTRIBUTION: OF RELIEF» AND: WOULD 
CLOSELY SUPERVISE WHAT AND HOW RELIEF GOT: TO BIAFRA®. 


BUT THIS TIME THEY ‘HAD: GONE! TO FAR ‘WHEN THE’ RED: CROSS’ PLANE 5 
WAS: SHOT DOWN LAST’ MONTH* WORLD. OPINION WAS SUPRISINGLY SLOw TO 
REACT* AGAIN THERE WERE! FEW PROTESTS WHEN MRe LINDT WAS: SO 


CHURLISHLY TREATEDe BUT NOW NIGERIA*S ACTIONS WERE IN THE: FULL: 
LIMELIGHT OF: WORLD ATTENTION» AND: RESPONSIBLE: GOVERNMENTS» 
PEOPLE: AND: ORGANIZATIONS: WERE BEGINNING TO REACT» 


1 SHOULD LIKE’ TO TAKE THIS: OPPORTUNITY TO THANK» ON: BEHALF . 
OF! THE: PEOPLE OF BIAFRAs HIS HOLINESS THE' POPE» ‘THE OFFICIALS: 
OF THE RED CROSS AND! OTHER HUMANITARIAN: ORGANIZATIONS» MRe 


i 
{ 
F) 
WILLIAM ROGERS OF! THE: UNITED: STATES AND: THE: MANY ‘OTHERS: 
THROUGHOUT THE FREE! WORLD: WHO HAVE’ TRIED IN THE: ‘PAST FEW DAYS i 


TO! FIND: SOLUTIONS TO’ THE GENOCIDAL: BLACKADE WHICH: HAS BEEN i 
IMPOSED ON OUR PEOPLE FOR: MORE THAN: TWO: YEARS e , 
: 
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T SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO ADD: AN ESPECIAL NOTE OF THANKS. To THE 
PRESS FOR THE MANNER iN WHICH THEY HAVE BROUGHT NEWS OF OUR 
SUFFERING TO THE WORLDGo 


BUT THE QUESTION REMAINSt WHAT NEXT? FROM THETR PAST PERFORMANCES, 
I WOULD SUGGEST THAT YHE NIGERIANS AND THETR SMALL! ELIQUE 

OF COLLABORATORS IN THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE 

TO ADOPT THEIR USUAL DIVERSIONARY TACTYCSs BLAMING EVERYTHING 

ON BSAFRAz SUGGESTING NEW RELYEF PLANS THAT HAVE NO CHANCE oF 
EVER BEING IMPLEMENTEDs IN FACT ANYTHING THAT WILL: GIVE THEM 

TIME FOR STARVAYION YO DO :TS GRISLY WORKe 


BUT SURELYs IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY» 
THIS PLOT CAN'T BE ALLOWED TO WORK? 


QUR HOPE RESTS IN THE BELIEF THAT THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE FREE 
WORLD WILL USE THEIR POWERS OF PERSUASION TO PERVENYT YHE 
BIGGEST SLAUGHTER OF INNOCENT WOMEN, CHILDREN» AGED AND INFIRM 
SINCE THE SECOND WORLD WAR» £ CALL ON THEM TO INFLUENCE NIGERIA 
IN EVERY WAY THEY CAN=BY WORDS, BY THE BREAKING OFF OF 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS,» BY SANCTIONS WHERE POSS;/BLE=TO STOPE THIS 
WAR: OF GENOCIDEs AND YO ENGAGE iN MEANINGFUL PEACE TALKS. 

FOR A GOVERNMENT TO NEGLECT To Act IN THIS WAY IS TO CONDONE 
NIGERIA°S ACTIONS.» ~- 


AND. TQ THE PEOPLE oF BRITAN OVERSEAs i WOULD ASK THEM TO 

USE THEIR INFLUENCE TO STOP THE UN? TED KINGDOM BEZNG AN 
ACCOMPLICE TO GENOCIDE ANY LONGER=SIMPLY TO MAINTAIN THE CONCEPT 
OF “ONE NIGERIA» A COUNTRY WHICH NEVER EXISTED EXCEPT IN THE 
MINOS OF BRITISH COLONIAL OFFICIALS aT THE TURN OF THE 
CENTURY AND TO HALT BRITISH ATD TO NIGERIA BEFORE MILLIONS 

MORE ARE ADDED TO BIAFRA'S DEADe™ UNQUOTE 
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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN. RELIEF: 

THE FOLLOWING IS AN ICRC: COMMUNIQUE: RELEASED: JULY Se QUOTE: 


CERTAIN NEWSPAPERS HAVING INACCURATELY REPORTED: STATEMENTS MADE 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE. OF THE RED CROSS 
DURING HIS PRESS CONFERENCE: ON 7 JULYs MRo MARCEL: Ae NAVILLE 
WISHES YHEREFORE TOMAKE CLEAR THE FOLLOWINGS 


1} THE NEGERIAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT?S RIGHT TO ENTRUST THE 
COORDINATION OF RELIEF: OPERATIONS TO A NATIONAL. REHABILITATION 
COMMISSION WAS NEVER IN QUESTION+* PLANS FOR: SUCH A TRANSFER WERE 
BEING WORKED OUT» j 


2) No PARTICULAR COUNTRY WAS MENTIONED AS BEING RESPONSIBLE: FoR 


THE PROLONGATION OF THE WARe THE RIGHT OF! EVERY COUNTRY TO ENSURE 
ITS OWN DEFENCE: WAS NEVER CONTESTED: THE’ ALLUSION TO ARMAMENTS 


MANUF ACTURERES WAS: INTENDED UNIQUELY TO SERVE: AS A REMINDER - THAT 
EVEN THE ACTIVITIES OF THE ICRC» AN IMPORTANT HUMANITARIAN 
ORGANIZATYONs CANNOT MORALLY ATONE FOR THE SUFFERING ENGENDERED 


BY THE PRODUCTION OF: WEAPONS OF DEATH? 


Tit aa tearm eee senna 


Oe chee Terai eee 


(V UNCLASSIFIED: 


DECLASSIFIED 


Avtuority t ) p) 
an 


[Wo RA Date \QD 


£ 


mv f. 


gages Sa 2a a a 


Department of State TE FER AN 


UNCLASSIFIED: 
PAGE: @2 GENEVA @2346. 9715562 


3) PRESIDENT NAVILLE STATED: THAT" THE ICRCH#S: RELATIONSHIP: TO: 
DONORS IS THAT OF. A TRUSTEE, ASSUGNED: TO DELIVER’ ‘RELITEF IN. NIGERIA 
AND TO PROVIDE FOR STORAGE: AND ‘DISTRIBUTIONS THIS WORK HAS, 
MOREOVERs BEEN CARRIED: OUT IN: CLOSE: ‘COOPERATION WITH: THE NIGERIAN 
RED. CROSS+ THE ICRC HAS. NEVER CLAIMED TO: HAVE ANY OTHER’ MANDATE ® 
UNQUOTE*® TUBBY 
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WE NOTE SYG LEAVING FOR GENEVA 7 JULY 

AND NAVILLE PREPARING. DEPART LAGOS+ WHILE 
RECOGNIZE UNICEF. MAY SE ABLE PLAY VERY 
USEFUL ROLE IN. NIGERTAN RELIEF, SITUATION, 
SUGGEST THIS ELEMENT SYG'S LETTER TO HIM 
NOT REPEAT NOT BE SURFACFD UNTIL’ NAVILLE 
HAS HAD OPPORTUNITY DISCUSS ICRC ROLE 
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© Origin ACTION: USMISSION GENEVA 


— We" INFO:  Amembassy LAGOS 


SUBJECT: Nigerian Relief=-ICRC Finances 
REF: Geneva 2297 ay 
1. Believe in view of very difficult position of ICRC present 
time US should not press too hard on financial data. Suggest = 
hold on letter from Ambassador to Naville until ICRC/FMG relations 
clarified. 


Appreciate 
2./ KBHKEXKHKE info ASAP re Navilles travel plans. 
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USMission GENEVA 


Subject: Nigerian Relief 


REF ROME 4147, STATE 109893 Ban fre 
ol 29-4 é 


1. In light Pree of present situation, we believe it 


-_ 


preferable that Vatican not rpt not publish contents Dept 

reftel at this time. We do not want make public any statement 
which might be open to misinterpretation by one side or other, 
Or give either party handle upon which to blame us for continued 
interruption relief deliveries. 

2. We understand Vatican's reasons for wishing publish state- 
ments but unfortunately feel it not timely per above explanation. 
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ie INFO: Amembassy LAGOS PRIORITY 
aca Amembassy LONDON 
USUN NEW YORK | 
STATE 
SUBJECT: Nigerian Relief sl 
Cs 


REF LAGOS 6101 ~~ 
Geneva for early A.M. delivery. 

1. Suggest you inform Naville, who we understand preparing depart 
for Lagos, of Baba Gana's official response to our four-point 
proposal. 

2. Naville should be urged to discuss with FMG modalities daylight 
flights and to attempt obtain early FMG approval resumption ICRC 
daylight airlift. If FMG should state it requires Biafran agree- 
ment in advance of FMG approval, we hope Naville will try induce 
FMG to state its readiness permit flights, under reasonable 
conditions which should be clearly detailed, subject to Biafran 


acceptance. The appeal to international public opinion of such 
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AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL! USE DAR ES SALAAM 1976 
SUBJECT! BIAFRA AIR FORCE 


Je TANU PARTY PAPER "NATIONALIST" JOLY’ 5: CARRIES STOR¥ 

ON STATEMENT BY’ AUSTIN OKWUs>. "BIAFRA SPECTAL! REP. EAST AND! 
CENTRAL AFRICA" DENYING: THAT TANZANIA HAD: ANYTHING! TO: DO: 
WITH PURCHASE SWEDISH: LIGHT AIRCRAFT: FOR: BIAFRA AIR FORCE+. 


2+ OKWU ALSO: CHARGED UK. WITH "ENGINEERING" STATEMENT: BY: 
SWEDISH PUBLIC: PROSECUTOR INDICATING: TANZANTAN: COMPLITCITY: IN: 
ORDER "TO CAUSE CONFUSION BETWEEN BIAFRA AND: COUNTRIES 
SYMPATHETIC TO: HER: CAUSE." 


3* OKWU SAID SWEDISH STATEMENT: WAS NOUTRAGEOUSLY UNTRUE. we 
THAT TANZANIA HAD "NET THER: HAND: (IN) NOR: KNOWLEDGE! OF: ‘THE! 
TRANSACTION AND PURCHASEs"™ AND: THAT PURCHASE! NEGOTIATED! BETWEEN: 
BIAFRA GOVT REPS: AND THOSE: OF! SWEDISH’ AIRCRAFT’ COMPANY *s 


#e LOCAL’ PRESS. HAS: BEEN UNCHARACTERISTICALLY SILENT UP | 
UNTIL TODAY ON. WHOLE MATTER’ WITH ONLY STORY’ THUS: FARI CARRIED | 
IN INDEPENDENT ENGLISH LANGUAGE! "STANDARD" JULY’ he REPEATING: 

RADIO INTERVIEW STATEMENT BY TANZANIAN) AMBASSADOR’ 
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LUKUMBUZYA IN STOCKHOLM THAT PUBLIC STATEMENTS: BY: 


SWEDISH PUBLIC: PROSECUTOR IMPLICATING TANZANIA. WERE 
"PURE LIESe" 


Se EMBASSY FIRST MADE: AWARE OF! CHARGES: JUNE 3@ WHEN LOCALI 


NIGERIAN CITIZEN ON STAFF OF AFRICAN LIBERATION: COMMITTEE: 


INFORMED IT OF! NIGERIAN RAOIO STATEMENT ON: TANZANIA _. 
INVOLVEMENTs GRATEFUL! ANY FURTHER DETAILS: RECIPIENTS: MAY 
HAVEo "! 
EXEMPT” 
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85 \ 
ACTION SS 79 & 
INFO OCT @1sClAE 289/271 W = 
ones Pe ueweetasouceae 923935 Ng 
R @51947Z JUL: 69 
FM USMISSION USUN NY as 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7991 — 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS’ ABABA ee 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS == 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
USMISSION GENEVA 
C.O..NUF 1 DEN T 1 AL: USUN 2319 
/ 
Coes 
SUBJ: UN SECRETARY GENERAL ON NIGERIA 
fk Jy. & thot; Myce Se east 
REF# STATE 111163 4 ae Bice ee 
1» YOST AND BUFFUM SPOKE TO. SYG AT HIS HOME JULY 5s» PURSUANT 
INSTRUCTIONS REFTEL*® U THANT LEAVING NEW YORK MONDAY 
MORNING FOR PARIS EN ROUTE GENEVAe WE WERE PLEASED TO FIND 
HIM VERY WELL INFORMED’ ON RECENT DEVELOPMENTS NIGERIA® 
BIAFRA» AND CLEARLY CONCERNED WITH CURRENT SITUATIOQNe 
DESPITE HEAVY INVOLVEMENT IN RECENT SECURITY COUNCIL 
CONSIDERATION JERUSALEM PROBLEM» SYG HAD BEEN READING _ 4 
REPORTS FROM NIGERIA» WAS FAMILIAR WITH SECRETARY°S JULY ; 
y 2. PRESS CONFERENCE REMARKS» AND HAD BEEN GIVING MUCH 
THOUGHT TO QUESTION+ HE EXPRESSED APPRECIATION AT RECEIVING 
COPY SECRETARY'S FULL STATEMENT (STATE 189879} 0 : 
@e WE REVIEWED USG CONCERN WITH DETERIORATED SITUATION IN | 
NIGERIA AS CONSEQUENCE! RECENT FMG ACTIONS WITH RESPECT To 
ROLE OF ICRC: IN. COORDINATION OF RELIEF DELIVERIESs AND SET 
FORTH VIEWS CONTAINED REFTEL*® WE EMPHASIZED OUR AWARENESS 
SYG’S' SENSITIVITY TO AFRICAN DESIRES 
ATTEMPT RESOLVE POLITICAL: ASPECTS OF NIGERIA“BIAFRA CONe 
FLICT IN OAU CONTEXTs SAYING HOWEVER THAT OAU APPEARED 
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AT AN IMPASSEs WITH NO: OTHER INTERMEDIARY IN SIGHT» IT 
SEEMED TO US THAT INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WOULD: Look 
INCREASINGLY TO 1) SYG AND 2) UN To FILL THIS. DIFFICULT 
ROLE. 


3° SYG SAID THAT HE BELTEVED’ UN MEMBERSHIP WOULD BE OPPOSED 
TO FORMAL: CONSIDERATION»s LUNS. (NETHERLANDS} HAD: SUGGESTED 
TO SYG INSCRIPTION OF: A NIGERIAN ITEM IN. UNGAe SYG: HAD TOLD 
LUNS THAT LARGE: MAJORITY AFRICANS WOULD: OPPOSE’ THISs RE= 
GARDLESS OF WHETHER IT WAS INSCRIBED AS "NIGERIA SITUATION" 
OR ONLY "HUMANITARIAN ASPECTS OF NIGERIA SITUATIONe" . . 
AFRICAN OPPOSITION WOULD GENERAL: ASIAN OPPOSITION», AND LA'S 
WOULD’ SURELY FOLLOWs WITH RESULT’ A MUJORITY COULD NOT BE 
‘IFOUND FOR INSCRIPTIONe BECAUSE: OF THESE FACTORS* SYG HAD 
EXPLORED WITH LABOUISSE: {UNICEF} AND. OTHERS: THE: 
POSSIBILITY OF UNICEF EXPANDING ITS ACTIVITIES AND ASSUMING 
A MORE IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE COORDINATION OF. THE HUMANI TARTAN 
RELIEF EFFORTS. LABOUISSE: BELIEVED THAT UNICEF COULD EXPAND 
ITS ACTIVITIES AND EVEN SURPASS MAGNITUDE: OF. FORMER: ICRC 
EFFORTe (SYG SAID THAT ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM UN REP 
NIGERTA SAID UDDIN KHAN» GOWON AND FMG NOT LIKELY To REVERSE 
THETR STAND ON ICRCs ALTHOUGH SYG HOPES. SOME: GOOD WILL COME. 
OF: EVENTUAL MEETING: BETWEEN GOWON AND NEW ICRC: PRESIDENT 
NAVILLE) © 


4e ACCORDINGLYs SYG SAID» HE HAS! WRITTEN LETTER: TO HAILE 
SELASSIE OUTLINING HIS. VIEWS ON POSSIBILITY OF URGENTLY 
EXPANDING UNICEF EFFORT WHICH» HE BELIEVES IS LIKELY TO. | 
OBTAIN POSITIVE: RESPONSE FROM BOTH! GOWON AND OJUKWUs LETTER 
TO. EMPEROR SUGGESTS 1} UNICEF PREPARED TO ASSUME A MORE 
IMPORTANT ROLE IN RELIEF OPERATIONSs 2) ONLY WAY TO 

CONDUCT EFFECTIVE: RELYEF OPERATION IS THROUGH. DAYTIME FLIGHTS 
ORIGINATING FROM POINTS IN FEDERAL’ TERRITORY {IeEe CALABAR, 
BUT NOT NECESSARILY LAGOS)# AND 3) FMG SHOULD OFFER’ COMPENSATORY 
GUARANTEES TO OJUKWU BY AGREEING: TO INTERNATIONAL: INSPECTION 
OF SHIPMENTS AT POINT OF DEPARTURE! FROM FEDERAL’ TERRITORY. 
COMPOSITION OF INSPECTION TEAMS TO BE’ MUTUALLY ACCEPTABLE 

TO: BOTH SIDES, AND COULD’ INCLUDE’ NATIONALS OF COUNTRIES 

THAT RECOGNIZE BIAFRAs I+*Eo IVORY COASTs GABONs SYG IMPLIED 
THAT GOWON PREPARED TO: ACCEPT THIS’ LaST PROPOSAL» 


So SYG SAID THAT THERE! WAS VERY CONSIDERABLE JNTEREST IN 
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EUROPE: IN BIAFRA RELIEF’ PROBLEM, AND THAT HE ANTICIPATED 
NECESSITY OF’ MAKING: A STATEMENT WHILE IN GENEVA*® THIS WOULD 
BE’ ALONG LINES OF LETTER TO EMPEROR. 


6» WE: WELCOMED SYG'S INITIATIVE IN: SEEKING GREATER INVOL™ 
VEMENT FOR UNICEF» AND IN. MAKING: HIS PROPOSAL: TO EMPEROR» 


WE ASKED HIM IF: HE ENVISAGED POSSIBILITY OF: CROSS*RIVER 
OPERATION, SINCE. HE: SPOKE! ONLY ‘OF: DAYTIME FLIGHTS. HE. 
SAID THAT WHEN HE FIRST HEARD OF’ CROSS°RIVER PROPOSAL 


HE HAD BEEN ENCOURAGED BY REPORTED 

AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE: OF BOTH PARTIES» HOWEVER» HE 
UNDERSTANDS. THAT OJUKWUs AND PERHAPS GOWON ALSOs IS HAVING 
GREAT DIFFICULTY WITH TECHNICAL’ ASPECTS OF THIS PROJECT» 
AND THAT THIS DIFFICULTY+ BASED PERHAPS ON POLITICAL OR 
MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS» MIGHT BE: INSOLUBLE» 


7a COMMENT: HOURSLONG CONVERSATION WITH U: THANTs DURING 
WHICH A NUMBER OF OTHER QUESTIONS WERE TOUCHED UPONs MOST 
USEFUL> SYG SAID HE WAS LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING ICRC 
PRESIDENT AGAIN’ IN GENEVA, AND BELIEVED THAT. LATTER. 

WAS AN EXCELLENT CHOICE TO WORK WITH AFRICANS o ‘SYG SAID 
THAT LINDT WAS VERY CAPABLE INDIVIDUAL» BUT LACKED 
FINESSE AND TACT* LINDT APPEARED TO HAVE PATRONIZING 
ATTITUDE TOWARD AFRICANS AND OTHER NONeWHITES, LIKE OLD 
FASHIONED EUROPEAN COLONIALIST DEALING WITH: "NATIVES+* 


GPo#3. 
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FM AMCONSUL: KADUNA ; 
TO SECSTATE. WaASHDC' 1213 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
AMCONSUL: IBADAN: 


UNCLAS KADUNA 9647 
SUBJ: NEW NIGERIAN’ COMMENTS ON RELIEF: AND! AMERICAN: ATTITUDES 


le JULY 5 NEW NIGERTAN EDITORIAL! ENTITLED. "We: MUST NOT BUDGE" 
EXHORTS FMG NOT TO: "BE! OVERAWED™ BY ICRC: THREATS: TO: CONTINUE 
"ILLEGAL! ACTIVITIES*® FMG SHOULD. ALSO’ STAND: FIRM AGAINST 
APPEALS BY UsSe AND OTHER WESTERN. POWERS: TO’ ALLOW CONTINUED: 
NIGHT FLIGHTS: TO ULT AND’ "TO: GIVE: RED CROSS: A FREE HAND®"™: 
WESTERN POWERS MAINTAIN: THAT FMG*S NEW POLICY WILL' LEAD To 
STARVATION, BUT OTHER! GOVERNMENTS: HaVE: USED: ‘STARVATION “AT 
ONE: TIME OR: ANOTHER: WHEN: IT BECAME NECESSARY TO: ACHIEVE. THETR’ 
OBJECTIVES." NEW NIGERIAN: SAYS FMG CANNOT RENOUNCE: USE: OF: 
"STARVATION. IN ORDER! TO: CRUSH REBELLION" AND: "SHOULD: REFUSE: 
TO BE BAMBOOZLED' TO. SEPARATE’ HUMANITARIAN ASPECT ‘OF: WAR! FROM 
POLITICAL: ASPECTS." 


@e WEEKLY COLUMN "JOHN CITIZEN'S DIARY" ‘OF NEW NIGERIAN: 
ENTITLED’ "WHENIN AMERTCA+ YOU MUST WATCHi YOUR’ MOVEMENTIN 
STATES THAT ON GOVERNMENTAL! LEVEL» AMERICANS: ARE IN SYMPATHY: 
WITH NIGERIA VIS*A-VIS' ITS’ PRESENT CRISISs BUT ON: INDIVIDUAL: 
BASIS» THE: "ARE AGAINST US*"s ARTICLE:.GOES! ON' TQ. SAY AMERICA 
MADE UP: OF TWO DISTINCT GROUPS, BLACKS AND WHITES» AND! 

THAT BLACKS: STRUGGLING. FOR’ CIVIL! RIGHTS. AGAINST’ WHITE: 

OPPOSITION» BECAUSE: OF STRUGGLE» WHITES: FEEL! NIGERIAN. 

VICTORY OVER REBELS WOULD: GIVE NEGROES FURTHER: INCENTIVE: 

IN| UsSe AND THIS REASON WHY UeSe WHITES: OPPOSE NIGERIAc 
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"NIGERIAN DIPLOMAT" JUST RETURNED! FROM US‘ _ TELLING THIS 
STORYs WHITES SUPPORTINGREBELS. OUT OF: SPITE! AGAINST 

NIGERIA BEING BLACK COUNTRY WITH: BRIGHT FUTURE: AND: 

POTENTIAL*® ARTICLE GOES: ON TOSAY INFLUENCE: OF ‘CATHOLIC: 
ORGANIZATION IN: UeSe ANOTHER: REASON: FOR UseSe SUPPORT ‘OF: REBELS o 
"MOST OF AMERICANS: ARE! VIRTUALLY ROMAN: CATHOLICS AND! EVEN. 
HAVE MORE CARDINALS THAT. ITALYo" ALSO. STATES THAT 

"PUBLICITY ORGAN IN. AMERICA WAS BEING. MANNED BY THE! JEWS: 

WHO ENLISTED SYMPATHY FOR REBELS: FOR RELIGIOUS REASONS. 
RECENT FILM ON NIGERIAN CRISIS SHOT BY UeSe TV" STATION’ A 
"DEPARTURE FROM WHAT’ IT USED TO. BE® IN. THAT AMERICANS: SEEN 
TO BE "REALIZING THEIR FOLLY". DIPLOMAT REFERRED TO MAJORITY 
OF AMERICAN NEGROES: AS: SUPPORTING. FMGe- ARTICLE: CONCLUDES: 
WITH POINT THAT NIGERIANS: NOT SAFE! ON AMERICAN: STREETS*® ONCE: 
RECOGNIZED AS NIGERIANS IN THE’ UeSos THEY "SUBUECTED TO: 
HUMILIATIONs RIDICULE AND! PHYSICAL: ATTACKS © 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7634. Sh 
INFO: USMISSION GENEVA a 
AMEMBASSY LONDON sl 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK eas 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 6192 
SUBJ: ENAHORO PRESS CONFERENCE .NOON TODAY 


le ENAHOROs, COMINFOs IN PRESS. CONFERENCE TODAY MADE SEVERAL 
STATEMENTS WHICH WILL BE OF INTEREST TO DEPTo IN REGARD To 
RELTEF MATTERS» HE SAID THAT THE’ NATIONAL REHABILITATION 
COMMISSION HAD INVITED THE ICRC TO A MEETING TO DISCUSS MATTER 
ARISING FROM NEW FMG POLICY* INVITATION HAD BEEN EXTENDED IN 
LAGOS AND DIRECTLY IN GENEVA BY NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR THERE AND HE 
UNDERSTOOD ICRC REP LAGOS HAS ASKED FOR VIASASo 


2s ENAHORO REITERATED FMG. OPPOSITION: NIGHT FLIGHTS AND SAID FMG 
PREPARED ALLOW NEUTRAL’ OBSERVERS: JOIN INSPECTION TEAM IN LAGOS” 
TO’ SHOW THE WORLD FMG NOT REPEAT NOT TAMPERING WITH FOOD SUPPLIES’ 


er ae 


3« REFERRING TO "THREATS FROM vARIOUS QUARTERS TO: VIOLATE 
NIGERIAN AIR SPACE"s HE. SAID FMG AND PEOPLE OF NIGERIA'DO NOT 
REPEAT NOT INTIMIDATE’ THAT ONLY LAST MONTH OJUKWU: CLAIMED 
SUCCESS OF LAND: ARMY HAD: OVERCOME. STARVATION PROBLEMS THAT 
"SUPPORTERS AND APOLOGISTS" OF REBELS NOW SAYING: MILLIONS WILL’ 
DIE IN FEW DAYSs AND HE FOUND IT HARD RECONCILE THESE STATEMENTSe 


4e ENAHORO ELABORATED ON PROBLEM: OF NIGHT AIR LIFT AND MADE 
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STRONG STATEMENT SaYING "IN REGARD THREATS TO PRACTICALLY 

START AIR WAR OVER OUR SKIES» WISH TO SAY IF SHOOTING STARTS OVER 
SKIES OF NIGERIAs IT BOUND TO HAVE TERRIBLE. CONSEQUENCES FOR 
EXISTING ORDER OF: THINGS IN: SEVERAL’ PARTS OF THE WORLDe I HAVE’ NO: 
DOUBT ABOUT ITs I PERSONALLY LIKE TO SUGGEST VERY STRONGLY TO” THOSE: 
WHO INTERESTED THAT THEY NOT REPEAT NOT FORCE: THE FMG AND 

PEOPLE OF NIGERIA INTO ATTITUDES: OR: POSITIONS WHICH WE HAVE. NOT 
EVEN CONTEMPLATED SO FAR» IF THOSE IMPERIALISTSs RACISTS AND 
POLITICAL=RELIGIOUS WAR. MONGERS. SEEKING. TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL. 

OF THE PRINCE OF PEACE BY PROMOTING WAR THINK THAT NIGERIA WILL: 


ALWAYS BE PUSHOVERs I THINK THEY HAVE SURPRISE’ AWAITING THEM". 


Se ASKED IF FMG BEEFING UP AIR FORCE» ENAHORO SAID [IT STRONGER 
THAN EVER AND WOULD BE FURTHER DEVELOPED: 


6« ASKED IF HE WERE MAKING THREATS» ENAHORO: SAID HIS STATEMENT WAS 
MERELY ASSESSMENT OF PROBABILITY. ASKED IF’ HOSTILE PLANES’ 

FLY FROM COTONOU (PROBABLY THIS: REFERENCE. TO POSSIBLE FIGHTER 
ESCORT} WOULD YOU ATTACKs ENAHORO SAID THAT HE: WAS: SAYING IF AIR 
WAR DEVELOPED, IT WOULD NOT BE CONFINED "TO OUR SKIES AND WJLL: 

BE REPERCUSSION EVEN OUTSIDE THIS CONTINENTe" 


7 WITH REFERENCE FMG POSITION DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS» ENAHORO SAID 
"SINCE REPEATING OFFER DAYLIGHT FLIGHTS FROM LAGOS» WE NOT 
AWARE ANY EFFORTS MADE BY ANY RELIEF: AGENCY TO BRING PRESSURE “ON 
OUUKWU TO ACCEPT DAYLIGHT FLIGHTSe" HE WENT ON TO SAY "THEY ALL. 
PREFER TO DEFY THE WILL OF OUR PEOPLE" TO BRINGING PRESSURE ON: 
OUUKWU 
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FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 1446 

INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS PREagiey 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USMISSION GENEVA 


CONFIDENTIAL ROME 4139 
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SUBJECT? RELIEF. TO "RIAFRA® ral QF Bf 


REF: ROME 4838% LAGOS 6024; STATE [998935 ROME 4134 


Je IN DELIVERING MESSAGE IN WRITING ON BIAFRAN RELIEF PER 
STATE 1098923 ALONG WITH SECRETARY'S STATEMENT OF JULY e@, EMBOFF 
WAS TOLD SUBSTANCE OF JULY 2 AUDIENCE WITH POPE OFi FMG FONMIN 
ARYKPQs DISCLOSURE PROMPTED BY ARIKPOQ: POSTe “AUDIENCE: INTER= 
VIEW GIVEN ROME DAILY "TL TEMPO". 


2° VATICAN IN HIGH DUDGEON OVER "UTTERLY INACCURATE" STEMP OMe 
VERSION OF AUDIENCE» IN WHICH ARIKPQ QUOTED As: SAYING THAY OF 
FOUR RELIEF ORGANIZATIONS AIDING BIAFRAN CIVILIANS: ONLY 
INTER} “CHURCH AID AND RED CROSS CARRY "GENUINE Alpe" ARIKPO : 
REPORTEDLY INFORMED POPE THAT VATICAN»SPONSORED CARITAS PLANES 

CARRY ARMS AND. OTHER NON~ ~RELIEF ITEMS AS WELL’ As BIAFRAM 

FICIALS SENT ABROAD TO BUY ARMSe POPE QUOTED AS: SAYING: HE. 
AS NOT AWARE THESE FACTS AND AS OFFERING FLIGHTS ORIGINATING 
\ DIRECTLY FROM ROME UNDER CONTROL VATICANe 


INTERPRETER AT AUDIENCEs STATES THAT ALTHOUGH ARTKPa EXPRESSED 
FMG CONVICTION. THAT TWO OF FOUR RELIEF: AGENCIES WERE; CARRYING k 
ARMS» HE DID NOT SPECITY WHICH TWOs WHEN» ACCORDING: SOURCEs ie 


' 
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3e VATICAN INFORMANT» SECRETARIAT OFFICIAL WHO ACTED Ags | 
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POPE ASKED IF FMG WOULD ACCEPT HIS PERSONAL ASSURANCES THAT 
CARITAS SHIPMENTS PURE, ARTKPO: DID NOT HOWEVER GIVE DIRECT 


REPLYe POPE USED OCCASION TO PLEO FOR FMG FACILITATION: RELICF 
SHIPMENTS 6 


4e WHEN ASKED IF US THOUGHT 17 MIGHT SE POSSIBLE PERSUADE _ 
FMG INSPECT OUTSIDE NIGERI As. EMBOFF MENTIONED QuR HOPE PERSUADE 
EMG INSPECT AT SANTA ISARELLA PER LAGOS 6824. 


: \ 

5» VATICAN SUFFICENTLY EXCITED OVER ARIKPO. INTERVTEW 

THAT MESSAGE AND SECRETARY'S STATEMENT WILL PROBABLY Go. To 
POPE PROMPTLY+ VATICAN WIik UNDOUBTEOLY REPLY To ART KEN 
INTERVIEW IN "LYOSSERYATORE MOMANDe# 
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INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS: PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 

USMISSION. GENEVA = 
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SUBJECT? RELIEF, TO: "BIAFRA" (70 L. 27-4 Gupe 

REF STATE 109893, 1898794 ROME. 4139 

le VATICAN REQUESTS. PERMISSION PUBLISH: MESSAGE’ CONTAINED: 

STATE’ 199893 ALSO INQUIRED. RE. PUBLICATION: SECRETARY'S: 

STATEMENT PER STATE’ 109879 AND WAS: TOLD WE! HAVE: NO: OBJECTION 

SINCE. LATTER WAS PRESS: RELEASE® 

2e VATICAN OBVIOUSLY MOUNTING PRESS. CAMPAIGN: TO: REFUTE: 

"TL: TEMPO" ACCOUNT OF FMG: FONMIN: ARIKPO. INTERVIEW RE HIS: . 
AUDIENCE WITH. POPE» REPORTED: IN ROME:-4139% | 
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action: Amembassy LAGOS IMMEDIATE ~T 


STATE 


Urgent review underway re possible futher relief 


Initiatives in light June 30 decisions. We have had 


20 9 J 1. 


no reaction as yet to Palmer demarche to Nigerian Charge 


reported State 109448. Hope you have been able arrange 


meeting with Gowon (Lagos 6061) and can report his 


reactions and comments soonest. 
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INFO: Amembassy ADDIS ABABA 
Amembassy LAGOS 
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Amembassy PARIS 
Amembassy ROME 
US Mission GENEVA 
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SUBJECT: Nigeria 
Ll. In light inevitable deterioration food situation in 
Biafran enclave resulting from current sharp reduction 
international relief deliveries, USG considering ways in 
which to bring positive influence to bear on resolving 
this humanitarian problem. Problem made much more 
intractable by FMG June 30 policy statement (LAGOS 5927). 
2. Serious problem has been created by practical and 
psychological effects resulting from ejection ICRC from 
coordinating role and imposition new Nigerian controls on 
6) relief shipments by whatever means into Biafran enclave, 


and continuing Biafran refusal accept relief subject to 
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Nigerian controls. With ICRC relationship:with FMG still 
in question, OAU immobilized, and no other effective 
intermediary in sight, we believe international attention 
likely to focus now on possible role of UN and on SYG. 
would 
3. This wmwksd seem place increasingly heavy responsibility 
on UN, and particularly on SYG. We aware of SYG's hyper=- 
caution on this matter and his reluctance seek any leader-= 
sxxp ship role in Nigerian crisis, based on his assessment 
Afro-Asian views and desire not to compete with others 


already actively involved. Nevertheless, given changed 


circumstances, believe it opportune for you to review 


whole Nigerian question with U Thant. 


4, With foregoing in mind, request you call on SYG at 


~ 


earliest opportunity to express serious humanitarian 
concern with which USG views current situation. You may 


draw on statement transmitted STATE 109879, a copy of il 
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which should be given U Thant. (If question arises, make 
clear US not asking him endorse. Statement merely for 

his information. ) 

5. You should indicate USG would welcome SYG's views on 
where international community should go from here, in view 
intransigence both sides on relief question. What 
specifically does he consider to be responsibilities and 
useful function of UN in present situation? Does he 
envisage any action either by himself or by special repre= 
sentative Lagos? 

6. You should impress on U Thant our realization that 
effort must be made keep humanitarian and political con- 
siderations separate, but emphasize increasing difficulty 
continue maintain this separation amidst reports mass 

We convinced of need 


suffering and starvation in Biafra. 


for breakthrough in relief question soon, lest it become, 
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impossible for international community to avoid political 
entanglement in civil war. 

7. FYI. At this stage we do not plan publicize approach 
to SYG, although we may wish at some later time to catalog 
steps taken to bring US influence to bear on situation, 


in public statements or in testimony in Congress. END FYI 
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UNCLAS ROME 4134 
SUBJECT? ARIKPO PRESS CONFERENCE 


IN JULY 2 ROME PRESS CONFERENCE NIGERIAN FONMIN ARIKPO DESCRIBED 
MEETING WITH FONMIN NENNI THE DAY BEFORE AS A PARTICULARLY FRANK 
me ONE BETMEEN TwO SOCIALISTS, SAID FMG OPPOSED ANY RECOURSE TO UN 
O02 OTHER INTERNATIONAL BODY AND INSISTED ‘THAT ASSISTANCE 
ACTIVITIES BE BETTER COORDINATED IN INTERESTS NIGERIAN SECURITY® 
ARITKPO DENIED THAT THERE ANY CONTACTS GOING ON WITH BIAFRA AND 
SAID FMG A!WAYS READY NEGOTIATE ON BASIS FEDERAL SOLUTIONe 
FMG, HE SAIG: WOULD RESPOND TO ANY BIAFRAN’ GOODWILL’ GESTURE | we 
AND WAS OPTIMISTIC RE PRESENT SITUATION BECAUSE OF BIAFRAN DIS@ 
SENSION+® WHILE ARGUING FOR FMG°S RIGHT OBTAIN ARMS iu MEET 
SECURITY REQUIREMENTS ARIKPO SAID A CUTOFF APPLIED TO BOTH SIDES 
WOULD GUICKLY LEAD TO FMG VICTORY» ASKED ABOUT “FETING WITH POPES 
| ARIKPO SAID POPE UNDERSTOOD CONCERNS ABOUT COORTI'sTIG AID: 
| AND SEPARATING IT FROM POLITICAL’ AND MILITARY Giese TOCRATIONS 


a 


AND WAS PREPARED CONSIDER DISPATCHING CARITAS FLIGHTS FROM 
ROME. ARIKPO ADDED THAT HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE PROVIDED FOR 
BIAFRA WAS NOT OISTRIBUTED TO POPULACE BUT KEPT FOR MILITARY. 
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: THE WHITE HOUSE 
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a 2 . ; 
Subject: Letter to the President from Miss Margo 


Dayan . a EE PH 
7 4 Brit jel + 
eee niger” 


In response to Miss Hasek's request of June 18 
I enclose a copy of the Department's reply to 
Miss Margo Dayan. Miss Dayan, Program Coordinator 
of the Biafra Children's Relief Committee, asks the 
President to provide a message and a photograph for 
inclusion in a "Souvenir Benefit Program". 


14 


A copy of the original co 


rrespondence is enclosed 
for your files. 


| 4 ye me, ou 


John P. Walsh 
Acting Executive Secretary 


Enclosures: 


1. Letter to the President from 
: ~Miss Margo Dayan 
2. Copy of Reply to Miss Dayan 
from Mr. Ferguson 
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ae BIAFRA CHILDREN’S RELIEF COMMITTEE 
a Peace in Biafra Committee 
oe b | . 308 Wechos fae 


Los Angeles, California 90024 
12 June 1969 


“ing Committee_ 


.a F, Bill, Secretary . 
iment of Educatian | S 
arsity af Califarnia, Las Angeles 


> Ballard, Pharm. D. Richard M. Nixon 
sat Health Service 


srsity of California, Las Angeles PYeSident, United States of America 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 


sa Chinwa, M.D. 


arsity Haspital Washington 9 D.C. 
orsity af Sauthern Califarnia 
a-Ouichere’, > Dear Mr. President: 


‘zrnia State Callege, Las Angeles 


On behalf of the Biafra Children's Relief Committee, I am writing 


en Grafflin 


zriment af Palitical Science “this letter to ask of you, some words of encouragement to help us 
orsily of Calfarnia, tas Angeles in our objective of bringing relief to the starving children of 
3 Hendersan, Ph.D. ! Biafra. A crusade of sincere American citizens of all races, 
cement af Aathbapal egy creeds and colors has offered to give of themselves in order to 


University, New Haven, Cann. 


feel they have extended a helping hand for this humanitarian cause. 
avmond Kennedy, C.S.Sp. 


A Halipweoe: alia To this end, a fund raising event is being planned in which Mr. a 
es M. Mehta will present and conduct his youth orchestra in two per- 
Warker formances in Royce Hall at U.C.L.A., and at Wilshire Ebell Theatre 
magelea, California on December 19th and 21st of 1969 respectively.. This event will 
Séldiny also feature a young and rising pianist Tony Maurice, 16, who has re 
Se catia bacaeslee volunteered to be soluist in Saint Saens Piano Concerto and other MS 
" works for piano. ~~ 
{ 
Shipping Information It would thus be entirely the youth of America willing to help . 
. the children of other lands in a kind of people-to-people program. — aw 
22 |. Obichere, D.Phil. 
: pevupee : A souvenir program will be printed featuring pictorial stories 
js of the Biafran problem and the humanitarian effort to alleviate . 
Se ia caeris ‘iit. There will also be several messages from prominent local, oe 
arnia State allege, Las Angeles national and international figures. But naturally we turn to m j 
Shee py: first for some words of encouragement and also request that se, 


i. ‘you will be pleased to send your photograph for this program. 5 


We trust that your concern and sincere humanitarian understanding 


will assist us in launching this event. May we suggest that our ss 
deadline is July 15, 1969. — 
Yours respectfully, i 
Je a yt Ss 
pte eee, Teg, ee | 
serge Dayan ~ a Be aaa = 
Program Coordinator SEN, Seats Tr. iL 


Publisher "Souvenir Benefit Program" - 
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i | July 3, 1969 


Dear Miss Dayan: 


i The President has asked me to reply to your 

i kind letter of July 12, concerning the benefit 
concerts under the direction of Mr. Mehta, which 
the Biafra Children's Relief Committee is scheduling 
for December 19 and 21. 


I am sure you understand how many appeals are 
made to the President requesting a message from him 
or other participation in civic events from concerned aS 
and public-spirited people such as yourself for 
varying purposes. Regretfully, because of the volume, } 
in fairness to all, it is not possible for him to 
associate himself with any particular event. 


are participating in the concerts which the Biafra 
Children's Relief Committee is planning, and in this 
humanitarian cause to bring urgently-needed help to 
the children of Biafra. 


| 

I am delighted to kmow that so many young people 4 
7 | 

| 


Sincerely, a 


C. Clyde Ferguson, Jr. = 

Special Coordinator on Relief 
to the Civilian Victims of 

. The Nigerian Civil War = 


be 
|. 
ao 
I. 
{ 

' 7 
ee 


Miss Margo Dayan oF | | 

Program Coordinator - : | 

Biafra Children's Relief Committee a | 
Pe 
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Ltr to Pres fim DAYAN dtd 6/12 


Prepare a Read to 
memo enclosing or containing: 
Draft reply for President's 
signature. 
Draft reply for signature by 


NOTES 


1. White House referrals must be 
answered within 48 hours unless 
otherwise noted. If deadline 
cannot be met, inform S/S 
immediately at extension given 
below. 


Memo for use as enclosure to reply 
by White House. 
Comment or recommendation. 


2. Direct replies to White House mail 
must be signed at the Assistant ofS 
Acting Assistant Secretary level. 


Direct reply: 


Furnish information copy under 


cover of a poet ¥iogd ngex. 
memo. walsh 


Comeback copy required for S/S. 


aaenccant 


3. Unless otherwise noted, direct 
replies, depending upon the addressee 
of the incoming letter, mst begin: . 
"The President has asked me to ae 
reply" or "Mr. has a 
me to reply; 


4, Basie correspondence should be 
returned when draft reply, 
memorandum or comment or comeback 
copy for the White House is 
requested. 


Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling: 
Furnish information copy of 
reply, if any, under cover of 
a Read to memo. 


BisvyyRefer to White House request of 


% de 


~ Mr, Alexander (w/att) 


Alan Parker *%6952 


Secretariat Staff 
Ext. 
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3 THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE oe 
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REFERRAL Zi] | #906 


Tot Department of State Date: June 18, 1969 
Attn: John P, Walsh 


CR 
. ACTION REQUESTED , 


——— Draft reply for: 
President's signature. ; 
Undersigned’s signature. 


- NOTE 


Memorandum for use as enclosure to 


reply. ee : 
Prompt action ts essential, 
' On behalf of the If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered, 
——X_ Direct reply. President. 1 levh 1 d d J 
X ___. Furnish information copy. Picase te’ephone the undersigned immediate Es 


Code 1450. 


Suitable acknowledgment or other 
appropriate handling. 


4 ; Basic correspondence should be returned. when 
—— Furnish copy of reply, if ay draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re — 


quested. 
For your information. ae 


For corament. 
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7 Letter: Telegram; Other: oN 
To The ee eal . ae 
From: Margo Dayan, Pgm. Coordinator, Publisher "Souvenir Benefit Pipa, as 3s 2 
Date: June 12, 69 Biafra Children's Relief Com. PO cs 383, 308 Westwood Plasd ] . 
Subject: Los Angeles, Cali 
Request message from President for encouragement of fund | raising event 
for Children of Biafra Dec, 19 and 21, 1969. Need message by July 15 15% { 


mS 7 of the President: 
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AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
USMISSION USUN NEW YoRK 


CONF IDENT IA L! LAGOS: 6993 
SUBUECT! BODIES’ OF DOWNED: DC*7:CREW 


le HOCKE (ICRC)° AND’ SWISS AMBASSADOR: REAL’ PHONED’ A/DCM LATE! ee 
MORNING: TO SAY BODTES DOWNED' DC#7' CREW PREVENTED FROM LEAVING: 


YESTERDAY ON SWISS AIR AS: PLANNED BY CAPTAIN’ DICKSON® HOCKE’y 
ON: CHECKING WITH BRIGe EKPO! (CHIEF! STAFF SUPREME! HEADQUARTERS)» er 
LEARNED: EKPO HAD GIVEN ORDER NOT’ TO: LET BODIES DEPART SINCE! ‘HE? =” 
UNDER] IMPRESSTON AMERICAN! EMBASSY WISHED IDENTIFY BODIES HEREs. ee 

SUBSEQUENTLY» AP REPORTER WHO ON: TO: STORY PHONED WITH NEW _2s 

TWIST, NAMELYs THAT BODIES NOT SENT BECAUSE! OF: DISPUTE: BETWEEN 

AMERICAN AND SWEDISH’ EMBASSIES AS TO THEIR DISPOS?TIONe WE 

TOLD AP’ THAT THERE: NO REPEAT’ NO. SUCH DISPUTE AND THAT ‘WE: e 

CONFIDENT THERE: MUST BE: SIMPLE’ MISUNDERSTANDING KHTCH COULD: : ; 
BE! QUICKLY CLEARED UPe ASKED: IF WE! HAD: DENTAL: IS ENTLY CATION FOR 
BROWN: WE SAID: ALL: IDENTIFICATION’ WE’ AWARE: OF: HAD BEEN SENT 
GENEVA« HE’ PROMISED! HE NOT MAKE: BIG THING OF THIS STORY. 


rs 


20 FINALLY ABLE! REACH’ EKPOs HE EXPLAINED TO: A/OCM THAT HE ‘HAD 

ORDERED! BODIES HELD! WHEN: HE! RECETVED! OUR’ ROUTINE!’ CONSULAR 

NOTE! (SENT MID@JUNE') EXPLAINING QUR:CONCERN BODY OF: AMERICAN 
a CITIZEN’ BROWN BE! IDENTIFIED! AND NOTING: EMBASSY: RESPONSIBLE. i 

REPORT ON DEATH! ANY’ AMERICAN’ IN: ITS: CONSULAR! DISTRICTs EKPQ, 

OF COURSE» ACTED’ IN GOOD’ FAITH’.AND! STATES: HE! WILL! NOW ‘PROMPTLY: i 
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1s LAGOS 6908 BEING REPEATED ADD{S - 
AND 1S TEXT JOINT COMMUNIQUE 

ISSUED JULY 1 FOLLOWING FMG 

MEETING WITH RELIEF AGENCIES LAGOSe 
ALSO REPEATING TO ADDIS. LAGOS §999” 


‘WHICH STATEMENT MADE BY. COMMISSIONER 
-FOR INFORMATIONs ENAHORO+ TO REPS OF 


RELIEF AGENCTES IN LAGOS. AND | 
LAGOS 5927 WHICH TEXT OF: FMG. 
POLICY STATEMENTs DEPARTMENT MAY 
WISH FILL ADDIS IN FURTHERe 
EXEMPT. . 
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